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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PRICE of Georgia).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 18, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ToM PRICE
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for 5 min-
utes.

—————

THROUGH FOGGY LONDON TOWN
THE SUN WAS SHINING EVERY-
WHERE

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express sorrow and solidarity for the
London subway and the bus bombing of
Thursday, July 7.

I also wish to express my incredulity
at the continued brazenness of the
pockets of terrorists who attack non-
combatants, civilians, and commuters
going about their everyday lives.

Certainly, the murder of civilians for
political statement did not just begin
on September 11, 2001. Nearly 20 years

ago, my colleagues, October 1985, four
Palestinian  terrorists shot Leon
Klinghoffer, a retired disabled appli-
ance manufacturer of New York. He
was peacefully celebrating his wedding
anniversary on a cruise ship on the
Achille Lauro.

They then threw him overboard in
his wheelchair. He was still alive. And
his wife, Marilyn, watched in horror as
did all civilized people.

Today’s terrorists are pursuing a dis-
tinct route. They are increasingly at-
tacking civilians in symbolic targets,
such as those of economic importance,
or venues of bustling life like public
transportation or entertainment, like
nightclubs. From New York, Arlington,
and Pennsylvania, to Morocco,
Istanbul, Bali, Madrid, London, and
this week in Kusadasi, a popular beach
resort in Turkey, where a bomb on a
tour bus killed five and wreaked havoc.

Indeed, this approach of disrupting
commerce has been advocated by bin
Ladin in his recent recorded speeches.
In his videotaped speech to the Amer-
ican people last November, on the eve
of the United States elections, he
boasted of ‘“The success of the bleeding
until bankruptcy plan.”

Well, they are failing because the
markets are resilient. Markets re-
bounded quickly from morning jitters
after the London Thursday terrorist
bombing. By week’s end, stock markets
had more than recovered from the ini-
tial sell-off, while oil prices fell back
below $60. The markets had become in-
ured to the effects of the terrorist at-
tacks.

Fundamentalist terrorists are slip-
ping in combating other so-called evils
to their way of thinking. First, they
think a woman’s place is under wraps,
both physically, financially, and figu-
ratively. Well, today women are promi-
nent leaders in two formerly oppressed
nations. Dr. Massouda Jalal is Afghani-
stan’s Minister of Women’s Affairs. In
Iraq that position is held by Narmin
Othman.

Another defeat for terrorists? Some
of them decry technological innovation
as instruments of consumerism and
capitalism. And yet even as the debris
fell on Londoners, the images of the
carnage were captured immediately by
bystanders and even victims them-
selves on cell phone cameras. This is
happening in Communist China too,
where it is even harder for autocrats to
quell protests, as the dissenters can
broadcast it around the world. The
message to take from this technology
exposes, shares and liberates all of us.

Why do they harm us? Maim us? Ob-
viously they dislike our way of life, our
freedoms, our opportunities our joys,
our liberties and our freedom of reli-
gion, and they kill with no particular
target. On September 11, the murders
of World Trade Center employees and
visitors took the lives of numerous na-
tionalities, ethnic groups and religious
followers.

As London’s mayor, Ken Livingstone,

said, ‘“The London bombings were
aimed at ordinary working class
Londoners, black and white, Muslin

and Christians, Hindu and Jew, young
and old, it was indiscriminate slaugh-
ter.”

How bittersweet that just the day be-
fore, they celebrated the selection of
their city to host the Olympic Games,
the very showcase of multiethnic ex-
cellence and talents.

In the days last week, I recalled a
song by the great American composers,
the Gershwin Brothers. The song ap-
peared in the 1937 film, A Damsel in
Distress. The song is by Americans, the
movie and screenplay is a product of
notable campy British writer, P.G.
Wodehouse.

What a delightful combination of
American and English artists. The song
is A Foggy Day in London Town. I
thought it was appropriate and I will
give it this afternoon in recognition of
the pain that they feel in London. ‘‘A
foggy day in London Town had me low,
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had me down. I viewed the morning
with much alarm, the British Museum,
had lost its charm. How long I won-
dered could this thing last, but the age
of miracles had not passed. For sud-
denly, I saw you there, and through
foggy London Town, the sun was shin-
ing everywhere.”

I offer to you, our ally, our partner,
our friend, as long as you in England
and we in the United States continue
to show strength and resolve against
enemies of our peace and prosperity
and our freedom, both on our soil, and
in foggy London Town, and lands of all
people, the sun is shining and will be
shining everywhere.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 37
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan) at 2
p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Often when we are called to prayer,
Lord, we bow our heads and close our
eyes. We do this out of reverence and
close the windows of this world to
focus our attention on the spiritual,
which cannot be seen.

But when Your spirit quickens our
spirit within, Your holiness penetrates
our being and illumines everything
around us. For this reason, prayer is
truly an awakening. Our minds and
hearts are lifted and we become more
aware of sin and grace within us and
around us.

Prayer itself helps us face the tasks
of the day and the problems to be
solved with new determination and the
gift of creation of new possibilities.
Therefore, send Your spirit of prayer
upon the House of Representatives
today, this week, and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

CONGRATULATIONS TO OFFICER
ANDREW PHILLIPS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Marietta police officer Andrew Phil-
lips. On July 13 he received the Na-
tional Public Safety Medal of Valor
from President Bush at a White House
ceremony. Officer Phillips is the first
officer from Georgia to receive the
award, the Nation’s highest accolade
for bravery.

The award was created by the U.S.
Justice Department, and it honors pub-
lic safety workers who show excep-
tional courage in the line of duty.

Officer Phillips was recognized for
saving the lives of two fellow officers
last year after they were shot upon en-
tering a house with a search warrant.
Instead of retreating, Phillips returned
gunfire until the man threw down his
weapon and surrendered.

As an officer on the Narcotics Task
Force, Officer Phillips is the epitome of
the kind of courageous and valiant men
and women we want on our police
forces. I thank him for going to work
every day and putting his life on the
line for all of us. It is because of his
type of heroic actions that we all feel
protected in our communities.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to say
Officer Phillips is from Georgia’s Sixth
District. He is a leader in our commu-
nity, and I am thrilled to honor his
service and his accomplishments. Con-
gratulations, Officer Phillips.

———
THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDER
COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

HAVE PLENTY TO CELEBRATE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Paragon Films, Incorporated, which is
scheduled to open a new 40,000-square
foot manufacturing facility in Alex-
ander County, North Carolina, in Octo-
ber.

The company, which is the sixth
largest manufacturer of stretch film
products in America, will create 25 new
jobs during its first 2 years of oper-
ation and will invest $10 million into
the county. Paragon Films predicts
that within 8 to 10 years it will produce
$100 million in revenue and employ 150
people.

Madam Speaker, I am confident that
Paragon Films is making a wise invest-
ment and am pleased they are bringing
a high-quality company with great ca-
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reer opportunities to the hard-working
people in Alexander County.

I am also impressed by the values of
this company. Paragon plans to estab-
lish a Paragon for Christ trust fund
shortly after opening to help reach
those who are in need. The company’s
president and CEO, Mike Baab, said,
“We take care of people. If your focus
is on the almighty dollar, then you lose
sight of the people.”

Madam Speaker, the people of Alex-
ander County have plenty to celebrate.

———————

PASSING CAFTA IS THE RIGHT
THING TO DO

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, this
morning I heard on National Public
Radio a report of a survey, a bipartisan
survey, that was conducted in which
people were saying that while they feel
good about their own economic situa-
tion, they are less optimistic about the
overall economy.

I think it is very important for us to
note that the underlying figures that
we have, as well as empirical evidence,
show that we have a very strong, bold,
and dynamic economy that has been
brought about, in large part, due to the
tax cuts proposed by President Bush
and that we in this Republican Con-
gress have implemented.

We now have an unemployment rate
of 5 percent, which is lower than the
average for the 1970s, the 1980s, and the
1990s; a 3.8 percent gross domestic prod-
uct growth, and 146,000 jobs created in
the last month. That is a number that
has been continuing to grow, and we
need to recognize that it has been our
policies that have created that.

We have on the horizon a very impor-
tant issue in the coming days that we
are going to be voting on, and that is a
market-opening opportunity for us
with passage of the Central American
Free Trade Agreement.

The world has access to the U.S. con-
sumer market, Madam Speaker, and
unfortunately, because of the tariff
structure, and a tariff is a tax, we are
unable to sell into other parts of the
world. Ninety-four percent of the
world’s consumers are outside of our
border.

We need to do everything we can to
pass the CAFTA so that we, imme-
diately upon implementation of it, will
see 80 percent of our products get into
these Central American countries tar-
iff-free. It is the right thing for the
American consumer, and it is the right
thing for political stability in this
hemisphere.

——————

SOUTHWESTERN BREEDS FUTURE
LEADERS
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
this weekend, I had a really wonderful
opportunity. The Southwestern Com-
pany of Nashville, Tennessee, a com-
pany that I worked with through my
college years and then as soon as I
graduated from college, celebrated
their 150th anniversary.

What we did was bring together
alums of this great company for a re-
union. We had a great time. Our focus
was on the principles and the skills
that Southwestern teaches that have
not only made it a great company, but
have also added to this country’s free
enterprise system.

We talked about how this is a com-
pany that builds character in young
people. It builds the skills that are nec-
essary to become entrepreneurs: tenac-
ity, perseverance, self-reliance, vision,
how to be self-reliant in your business,
to be small business people, to build an
understanding that hard work pays off,
and that you should seek risk and the
rewards that go with that risk.

This is all an understanding of free
enterprise and how free enterprise
works.

Madam Speaker, this Nation has the
best, the greatest free enterprise sys-
tem on the face of the planet. That is
why we have seen 146,000 jobs created,
we have had 25 consecutive months of
economic growth, and unemployment
is at near historic lows.

Madam Speaker, I commend the
Southwestern Company, and I com-
mend the small business people and en-
trepreneurs of this great Nation who
build this free enterprise system.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 3 p.m.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BARRETT of South Caro-
lina) at 3 o’clock p.m.
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RECOGNIZING 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF ESTABLISHMENT OF VET-
ERANS ADMINISTRATION

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 361) recognizing the
75th anniversary of the establishment
of the Veterans Administration on
July 21, 1930.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 361

Whereas in the history of the United
States, more than 48,000,000 citizen-soldiers
have served the Nation in uniform, of whom
more than 1,000,000 gave their lives as a con-
sequence of their duties;

Whereas as of July 21, 2005, there are more
than 25,000,000 living veterans;

Whereas the Nation’s obligation to its vet-
erans is encapsulated in the following words
of President Abraham Lincoln’s Second In-
augural Address, delivered on March 4, 1865,
“. .. to care for him who shall have borne
the battle and for his widow and his orphan’’;

Whereas on July 21, 1930, President Herbert
Hoover issued an executive order creating a
new agency, the Veterans Administration, to
‘‘consolidate and coordinate Government ac-
tivities affecting war veterans’’;

Whereas on October 25, 1988, President
Ronald Reagan signed into law the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Act (Public Law
100-527) under which, effective as of March
15, 1989, the Veterans Administration was es-
tablished as an executive department and re-
designated as the Department of Veterans
Affairs, with the mission of providing Fed-
eral benefits to veterans and their families;
and

Whereas in 2005, the 230,000 employees of
the Department of Veterans Affairs continue
the tradition of their predecessors, caring for
the Nation’s veterans with dedication and
compassion and upholding the high stand-
ards required of them as stewards of the
public’s gratitude to those veterans: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of the Veterans’ Administra-
tion; and

(2) acknowledges the achievements of the
employees of the Veterans Administration
and the Department of Veterans Affairs and
commends them for their contributions to
the Nation’s veterans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN).

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 361
recognizes the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of the Veterans Admin-
istration, the forerunner of today’s De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, that will
be observed on Thursday of this week.

Throughout the history of the United
States, more than 48 million men and
women have served America well and
faithfully in military uniform. More
than 1 million made the ultimate sac-
rifice for our freedom, and 25 million
veterans are living among us today.
These men and women selflessly set
aside their civilian lives to put on the
uniform and serve us.
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The Nation’s obligation to its defend-
ers is as old as the Nation itself. Thom-
as dJefferson noted in 1809 that ‘‘the
care of human life is the first and only
legitimate object of good government.”’
And in his second inaugural address in
1865, President Abraham Lincoln clear-
ly expressed the obligation ‘‘to care for
him who shall have borne the battle,
and for his widow, and his orphan.”

On July 21, 1930, pursuant to a con-
gressional authorization, President
Hoover issued an executive order to
‘“‘consolidate and coordinate Govern-
ment activities affecting war vet-
erans,” creating the Veterans Adminis-
tration. The new agency was charged
with ensuring that America’s veterans
received the benefits and services they
had earned from their military service.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
was subsequently created from the Vet-
erans Administration on March 15,
1989, when President Ronald Reagan
signed P.L. 100-527, the Department of
Veterans Affairs Act. Today, the 230,000
public servants of the Department of
Veterans Affairs continue in the noble
tradition of their predecessors to carry
out the words of Jefferson and Lincoln
by serving veterans and their families.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution would
not only recognize the anniversary of
the VA as an organization, but it would
also acknowledge and commend the
achievements and contributions of the
men and women who have dedicated
themselves to the mission of the VA. In
war and in peace, they have always
been there for our veterans to provide
them the benefits, the care, and the
support of a grateful country.

These are the men and women who
man the phones at the call centers,
work the claims, provide high-quality
medical care, and keep the cemeteries
looking like national shrines. They are
the real VA, and too often we forget to
thank them for their dedicated work.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) for his
remarks, and I rise also in support of
this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, 3 days from now the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, formerly
called the Veterans Administration,
will mark 7% decades as a government
agency. But the measure before us is
not just to acknowledge a mere mile-
stone of existence. On July 21, we will
recognize 75 years of a consolidated, or-
ganized and formal national effort to
carry out what I and many others be-
lieve is our most noble mission, to care
for those, as Lincoln said, who have
borne the battle and for their depend-
ents and survivors. That is why we
strongly support H. Res. 361.

More than half of the citizen soldiers
who have ever served in uniform in the
Nation’s lifetime are living today. That
is 25 million living veterans to whom
we owe the greatest debt, our freedom
for their sacrifices. This measure
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serves to recognize the significance of
this debt while acknowledging the
agency that is responsible for admin-
istering the benefits and services in-
tended to help repay it.

Many Americans might not realize
that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, its health care system and other
programs, are in fact a national re-
source for all Americans, veterans and
nonveterans alike. It is in fact a na-
tional treasure. Nationally, VA’s
health care system has become what
one prestigious medical journal called
““a bright star’” within the U.S. health
care industry.

With more than 1,300 sites of care,
VA operates the largest integrated
health care system in the county. VA
facilities provide a broad spectrum of
medical, surgical, and rehabilitative
care. It manages the largest medical
education and health professions train-
ing program in our country. Each year,
about 83,000 health professionals are
trained in our VA medical centers.
More than half of the physicians prac-
ticing in the United States had some of
their professional education in the VA
health care system. In fact, three re-
cipients of the Nobel Prize in medicine
were VA doctors.

While providing high-quality health
care to the Nation’s veterans, VA also
conducts an array of research on some
of the most difficult challenges facing
medical science today. They have be-
come a world leader in such research
areas as aging, women’s health, AIDS,
post-traumatic stress disorder, and
other mental health issues.

VA researchers played key roles in
developing the cardiac pacemaker, the
CT scan, and improvements in artifi-
cial limbs. The first liver transplant in
the world was performed by a VA sur-
geon researcher. VA clinical trials es-
tablished the effectiveness of new
treatments for tuberculosis, schizo-
phrenia, and high blood pressure. In
fact, my brother, an anesthesiologist,
participated in one of the first open
heart surgeries in the world at the VA
Medical Center in LadJolla, CA.

We know that VA research has im-
proved medical care for veterans and
the Nation. It also has a fourth critical
mission: it serves as a backup to the
Department of Defense during national
emergencies and is a Federal support
organization during major disasters.

The VA also helps repay the debt to
our veterans by administering dis-
ability compensation to those disabled
by injury or disease incurred or aggra-
vated during their active military serv-
ice, and pension benefits to veterans
with low incomes who are permanently
and totally disabled. Spouses, children,
and parents of deceased veterans also
receive these benefits.

There is one group, however, that
does not receive these benefits: those
who fought for us during World War II
who were Filipinos and drafted into our
armed services. They fought a great
battle. They had to surrender after the
Battle of Bataan and Corregidor, but
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they slowed up the Japanese advance
for many months and allowed America
to prepare. When General MacArthur
returned to the Philippines, it was the
actions of the Filipino guerillas that
had weakened the Japanese forces
there and allowed us to regain the Pa-
cific and finally win World War II. We
are still struggling to give those vet-
erans, whom we promised benefits
when they were drafted in the 1940s,
their benefits today. Sixty years later,
they have still not achieved equity. We
will continue to try to do so.

Since 1944 when the first GI bill
began, more than 21 million veterans,
servicemembers and family members,
have received $72 billion in GI benefits
for education and training. That num-
ber includes 7.5 million veterans from
World War II, including my father. We
bought the first home we could afford
to live in in 1950 because of the GI bill
that my father was entitled to after his
service in World War II. We had the
American Dream. For the first time
after living with relatives, we had our
own home, and we were able to move
on with education and achieve what we
all call the American Dream.

Not only veterans from World War II,
but 2% million veterans from the Ko-
rean War and over 8 million post-Ko-
rean and Vietnam era veterans, plus
active duty personnel. The VA has also
assisted in the education of more than
700,000 dependents of veterans whose
deaths or total disabilities were service
connected.

The GI bill has helped veterans pur-
chase homes. With a total of $866 bil-
lion for loan guarantees, many people
have called the GI bill the most impor-
tant piece of legislation ever passed
due to its impact on the economic, cul-
tural, industrial, educational, and
moral framework of our society.

Mr. Speaker, the VA is a strategic,
vital national resource in responding
to the needs of veterans and also in re-
sponding to the needs of the Nation.

Established in 1930 by President Hoo-
ver, the Veterans Administration offi-
cially became a member of the Presi-
dent’s cabinet on March 16, 1989. It was
at that precise moment, as our re-
nowned and beloved former chairman
of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
Sonny Montgomery from Mississippi
remarked, that veterans were allowed
to enter the front door of the White
House rather than being relegated to
standing hat in hand at the back door.

Mr. Speaker, it is right that we
honor the institution, its purpose, and
its staff members who provide so much
care to our veterans on this day.

However, I would have preferred the
cash rather than the proclamation. It
is regretful that as we commemorate
the establishment of the VA, we should
be in the midst of a battle to restore
adequate funding. Veterans were given
the opportunity to approach the front
door of the White House. Today, the Of-
fice of Management Budget and that
same White House have chosen to turn
off the lights, draw the curtains, and
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pretend no one is ringing the bell. Be-
grudgingly, in the last 3 weeks after
the revelation that VA health care had
been severely underfunded, it has sent
two requests to Capitol Hill for supple-
mental funding which still shows that
the OBM and this administration can-
not or do not want to comprehend the
severity of the shortfall that is denying
thousands upon thousands the timely
health care that they deserve. This is a
strain on the VA system, and it must
be fixed quickly.

Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman would
agree to a unanimous consent request,
I would move that we add $3 billion of
supplemental funding right here to his
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair is constrained not to entertain
such a unanimous consent request.

Mr. FILNER. Why is that, we cannot
help our veterans on this day we are
agreeing to a resolution honoring
them?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
power to modify the motion rests with
the proponent of the motion.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, once
again it is out of order to help the vet-
erans of our Nation.

While this resolution, H. Res. 361, is
the right thing to do, a more appro-
priate action would have been for this
body, this Congress and this adminis-
tration, to provide the resources nec-
essary for the 230,000 dedicated employ-
ees of the department to do their jobs
right and keep this bright star shining
without having to struggle to meet the
needs of all veterans who seek to enter
VA’s doors.

Hopefully, that day will come soon
with passage of full funding for vet-
erans programs, budget reforms that
prevent a recurrence of the current
emergencies, and what we would call
“guaranteed funding’’ for veterans
rather than have them depend on a dis-
cretionary battle every year in this
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS).

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman, and am delighted to be
here to commemorate the 75th anniver-
sary of the modern-day Department of
Veterans Affairs, and I am here to
speak in a positive way on this matter.

I think it has been brought out ear-
lier that it was President Hoover who
created the VA by signing executive
order 5398. This implemented the legis-
lation. But when we look at this, it did
not just begin there. This Nation has
always provided the most comprehen-
sive package of benefits and care to our
men and women who have served, bet-
ter, I believe, than any other nation
when we look at all of the details.

Reflecting on our Nation’s priorities,
we have been caring for and compen-
sating our veterans since before we
were even the United States. A lot of
people do not realize this. Our veterans
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benefits began as early as our budding
Nation did. In 1636, when the Pilgrims
of Plymouth Colony were at war with
the Pequot Indians, the Pilgrims sim-
ply passed a law that members of the
colony would provide support for dis-
abled soldiers. We were helping our dis-
abled veterans even back in 1636.

Then the Continental Congress of
1776 offered pensions for soldiers who
would become disabled fighting British
Redcoats in the Revolutionary War.
Lacking both authority and funding,
the Continental Congress left it to the
different colonies to make good on the
promise, and colonies in place offered
grants of public land to supplement the
promised pensions.

After the U.S. Constitution was rati-
fied in 1789, the very first Congress as-
sumed the responsibility of paying vet-
erans benefits even way back then.
However, we still had no Federal bene-
fits program for veterans. Individual
States and communities were doing the
job rather than the Federal Govern-
ment. They provided medical and hos-
pital care to veterans in the Republic’s
early stages. The Civil War ended in
1865 and resulted in almost 2 million
veterans on the rolls. Of course being a
Federal program, only veterans who
had fought for the Union forces were
eligible at that time.
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In 1958 Congress pardoned and ex-
tended federal benefits to the sole re-
maining Confederate veteran. That is a
little known fact that I think we
should be reminded about.

Mr. Speaker, as our Nation fought for
freedom and defense in more wars, so
grew our obligations of course to meet
more needs for our growing veteran
population, resulting in institutional
care for disabled and indigent veterans
of the Civil War, Indian War, Spanish-
American War, and Mexican border
wars.

Of course, by the 1920s various bene-
fits were administered by three sepa-
rate government agencies: the Vet-
erans Bureau, the Bureau of Pensions
of the Interior Department, and the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers. Therefore, in 1930 Congress
authorized the President to ‘‘consoli-
date and coordinate government activi-
ties affecting war veterans.” And that,
of course, brings us to the resolution of
today.

But it still does not end in 1930: In
1973 we added a National Cemetery sys-
tem. And on March 15, 1989, President
Bush One, George H.W. Bush, was the
individual who elevated the Veterans
Administration to Cabinet status. No
one before him had thought about it.
He was the one who initiated it. And it
was renamed, of course, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. It is third
largest and, of course, the most impor-
tant of the President’s Cabinet depart-
ments, in my opinion.

For myself I am honored to serve on
the House Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs throughout my tenure here in
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Congress, almost 16% years. I have had
the opportunity to serve our Nation’s
veterans as Chair of the Health Sub-
committee in the 105th and 106th Con-
gress, and, of course, I am proud to be
a veteran myself and the son of a World
War II veteran who fought in Iwo Jima.
But, above all, I am here today to reg-
ister gratitude for the 48 million cit-
izen-soldiers who have served this Na-
tion in uniform, 1 million of whom
have given the ultimate sacrifice of
their lives. So I want to show my admi-
ration for the 230,000 employees who
work diligently at the Department of
Veterans Affairs. In my congressional
district and in the surrounding area, I
am proud of the VA employees at the
Malcom Randall VA Medical Center;
the Community Outpatient Clinics in
Leesburg, Ocala, and soon, Summer-
field; those who assist our veterans
with processing disabilities and edu-
cation and survivor benefits; and four,
last but not least, the National Ceme-
tery employees at Bushnell and soon in
Jacksonville, Florida. Each and every
one embodies the commitment and
compassion that President Abraham
Lincoln called ‘‘him that shall have
borne the battle and for his widow and
his orphan.”

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I appreciate the glowing words of the
gentlemen from Florida and from Ar-
kansas. We heard glowing words on Me-
morial Day; on the July 4 holiday; and
I guarantee that we will hear them on
Veterans Day, November 11. But as I
said earlier, I think the veterans and
the employees whom we honor today
with this resolution would much prefer
the cash; that is, adequate funding for
the mission in which they are em-
barked upon. We simply have not done
that.

This Congress over the last 3 or 4
years has vastly increased the amount
of money to be given to the Veterans
Administration. But the demands have
increased at an even faster rate: the
aging of our veterans, the new diseases
that we find like hepatitis C, the new
approaches that we have to such dis-
orders as post-traumatic stress dis-
order, the increasing number of people
affected, and inflation, of course, run-
ning at 13 to 14 percent a year. The de-
mands have far outpaced the appropria-
tions, even though we have done better
over the past decade.

When OMB Director Joshua Bolten
testified just last week at the House
Committee on the Budget, he actually
said that the VA had more money ap-
propriated than was actually needed.
Can you imagine that, Mr. Speaker?
With waiting lists for months and
months and months for services are
common, with vacancies that are not
being filled, with maintenance and con-
struction efforts delayed for years and
yvears, with adjudication claims taking
several years, he says that we had
more money in the VA than was actu-
ally needed. Let me quote him directly:
“The appropriations have exceeded the

H5921

VA medical care needs in the preceding
3 years by over half a billion dollars in
each of the preceding 3 years.” That is
a completely irresponsible statement,
and if the head of OMB is saying that,
we know why this administration is
not adequately funding our VA system.
To say that we have half a billion more
than we need over the last 3 years in
each of those last 3 years is irrespon-
sible and not consonant with the facts
that we know. How can we say we have
as much money as we need when we
turn people away from the VA system?
We have people now not being encour-
aged to register because we have no
place for them. In my City of San
Diego, the VA Medical Center has al-
most 1,000 people on the waiting list.
People wait for a year for a dental ap-
pointment; 3, 4, 5, 6 months for other
kinds of appointments. We cannot get
the nursing care that we need. We can-
not do the construction efforts that are
needed and the rehabilitation of our
aging hospitals and other clinics. To
say that we have more money than we
need is completely ridiculous, and I
would hope that the administration
would apologize to the veterans of this
Nation for that statement.

We have been engaged in the Con-
gress on the floor, in the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, on the Committee on
Appropriations, on the Committee on
the Budget for many weeks trying to
find what the chairman of our Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs calls ‘‘the
right number.” The right number. How
do we fund the VA health care system?
And we had the Secretary of the VA
system testify to our committee just a
couple weeks ago that it was because
they had a bad mathematical model.
They are using an outdated mathe-
matical model. It did not account for
the war that was going on. I asked for
the gentleman’s resignation because of
that. We do not know a war is going on;
so we have a bad mathematical model.
That is the second most irresponsible
statement I have heard this week, Mr.
Bolten’s being the most.

In fact, we know how to define the
needs of our veterans. We know how to
get a right number. Every year all of
the veterans groups in America come
together to come up with what is
called the Independent Budget, a budg-
et for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs that is arrived at through a very
professional, technical, mathematical
way to say here is what we need for our
veterans. We have underfunded our vet-
erans’ care, not overfunded it, as Mr.
Bolten says, every year that I have
been in this Congress. We have tried to
add over time literally billions of dol-
lars that we have short-changed the
VA. This year Democrats have tried at
every level, whether it was on the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the author-
izing committee which I sit on, the
floor of this House, the Committee on
the Budget, we have tried to bring up
motions to adequately fund this year’s
and last and next year’s budget. Every
time we were rebuffed by the majority
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party. When I tried to bring up the
Independent Budget on the authorizing
committee, they said we cannot have a
vote on that. When they tried to bring
it up on the Committee on Appropria-
tions, they were voted down. When
they tried to bring it up in the Senate,
it was voted down. When I tried to add
3 billion dollars to the health care
budget, as I just did earlier today with
a unanimous consent request, I was
ruled out of order, and when I chal-
lenged the ruling of the Chair, on a
straight party-line vote we were de-
feated. I was ruled out of order because
I tried to give adequate funding to our
health care budget in the VA, adequate
funding to the veterans whom we are
praising so profusely in today’s resolu-
tion.

That is wrong, Mr. Speaker, and now
the administration has been found out.
The Secretary had to announce that
they were first $1 billion short, now $1.3
billion. They are still searching for the
right number. And yet when the Senate
actually voted to put $1.5 billion addi-
tional funds in this year’s budget, fis-
cal year 2005, we could have given the
veterans that money immediately and
had that resolution signed by the
President several weeks ago. But what
did the chairman of our committee do?
He said no, we only can put in $975 mil-
lion. That is the right number. So this
House passed one number, the Senate
passed another number, and we still do
not have adequate funding for the vet-
erans today. Veterans are still being
turned away. Vacancies are still not
being filled. Waiting lists are still
being added to. Maintenance needs are
still being inadequately addressed.
Nursing stations still go unfilled, while
we fight because we do not have a
“‘right”” number.

Democrats tried to get in fiscal year
2006 the right number. We were denied.
Now it appears that the Senate will
add a couple billion dollars to their fis-
cal 2006 budget, and I hope that we fol-
low.

But we are fighting over numbers
that should not have to be fought over.
We know what the right number is, and
we would not have to fight at all if we
passed the bill offered by the gen-
tleman from Illinois’ (Mr. EVANS), our
ranking member, to institute guaran-
teed medical funding for the VA. That
is, take it out of the discretionary
budget, and make it a guaranteed part
of our budget so we don’t have to fight
over the ‘‘right” number. There would
be guaranteed funding for the health
care needs of our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, as we look at the brave
young men and women whom we honor
so much in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
President says support our troops, sup-
port our troops, support our troops,
and yet when they come home the
proper support is not there. I know of
veterans who have come home probably
with post-traumatic stress disorder,
PTSD, lacking the ability to get serv-
ices or lacking the outreach that is
necessary to convince our Marines and
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soldiers that they may actually have
some mental disorder. We have seen an
increase in domestic violence. We have
seen an increase in the kinds of soci-
etal problems that come from return-
ing veterans with mental disorders,
and yet we are not taking the action
that we should to meet the needs of
these brave young men and women.
They may not even get an appointment
for months and months and months.

Mr. Speaker, this is wrong. We saw
after Vietnam tens of thousands of sol-
diers returning did not get the proper
treatment either physically or men-
tally. Half of the homeless on the
street tonight are Vietnam vets be-
cause we did not take care of them the
way we should have. We are repeating
the same mistake as we look at our
brave young men and women returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan. They are
not getting the care they need. They
are not getting the support from our
Nation that everybody pays lip service
to. We pass resolutions like we do
today rather than giving them ade-
quate funding, and we will have the
same problems in the coming decade if
we do not do it now. This is not the
way, Mr. Speaker, to deal with our vet-
erans. Let us pass this resolution
today, but let us get adequate funding
to the health care budget for both fis-
cal 2005 and 2006.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I have no further requests for time. I
would just again ask all the good gen-
tlemen on the other side, led by the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
B00ZMAN), my friend, let us get this
out of the political rhetoric of who has
the right number. Let us get these vet-
erans the adequate support they need.
Let us pass this resolution but go back
to work and provide the cash.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from Indiana (Chairman BUYER) for co-
sponsoring this resolution and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS), rank-
ing member, for his cosponsorship. I
also would like to thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. FILNER) for his
hard work on this also.

Recently I was in Landstuhl, Ger-
many, and we were there on a NATO
parliamentary trip, and I had the op-
portunity to see a young soldier who
had been wounded in Iraq only literally
the evening before. I was there at
about 2 o’clock in the afternoon; this
young man had been injured at about 4
o’clock. They cleaned him up, sent him
to Landstuhl, gave him extra good
care, as we are demanding of these
types of situations. But I got to visit
with him right after he came out of re-
covery. And this young man, literally
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he wanted to tell his story. His speech
was slurred. He was apologizing to us
because he could not speak clearly, but
he wanted to tell his story. He told us
all about what had happened. And then
he said two things: He asked about his
wife. He had not been married very
long, and he lost both his legs. And we
assured him that he would be with his
family the next day at Walter Reed or
Bethesda. The other thing he asked, he
looked up and said, I saw this happen
to my buddies. I saw it happen to my
friends, other guys in the unit, and I
never thought it would happen to me.
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Then he looked and said, ‘“You know,
do you have the ability to help me
walk again?”’

I could look him in the face and say,
“Absolutely. You are going to get the
finest care that is provided anywhere
in the world, and we will get you walk-
ing again.”

Well, the reality is that those kind of
things do take money, and we are put-
ting lots of money in the system. The
commitment is to put whatever money
we need in the system.

Another thing that is happening is
my favorite uncle passed away a few
weeks ago. He was a World War II vet-
eran, a great patriot, and probably in
the last 6 months we have spent more
on medical care for him than his entire
previous life. Again, he was not injured
in battle. He was a guy like one of the
guys fighting alongside this injured
young man.

So our commitment is to support ev-
erybody; the guys that are severely in-
jured in this case, but also the rank
and file veteran. I think we are doing a
good job of that, and I know in a very
bipartisan way we are committed to
getting whatever funding it takes.

Right now, health care is in such a
state that if you look at Medicare, we
have got significant problems there in
shoring that up. Medicaid, the same
situation, as with private insurance.
Our employers cannot absorb 15, 20 per-
cent increases in health care costs each
year. We have to do something about
the underlying inflation costs in health
care. I think again as a Congress we
are working in a bipartisan way to do
that.

Mr. Speaker, again, I look forward to
working with the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FILNER) and the rest of the
committee in a very bipartisan way to
put whatever funding that we need to
in the health care system for our vet-
erans, and very much so to get back to
the business at hand.

I want to thank our Veterans Admin-
istration, all of its employees, all of
the workers that volunteer on a daily
basis that are so important, thank
them for their service, and thank them
in this very important recognition.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
unanimously support H.R. 361.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of South Carolina). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the



July 18, 2005

gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
Bo0ozMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 361.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 361.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

———

CALLING FOR FREE AND FAIR
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN
THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 326) calling for
free and fair parliamentary elections in
the Republic of Azerbaijan, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 326

Whereas the Republic of Azerbaijan is
scheduled to hold elections for its par-
liament, the Milli Majlis, in November 2005;

Whereas Azerbaijan has enjoyed a strong
relationship with the United States since its
independence from the former Soviet Union
in 1991;

Whereas international observers moni-
toring Azerbaijan’s October 2003 presidential
election found that the pre-election, election
day, and post-election environments fell
short of international standards;

Whereas the International Election Obser-
vation Mission (IEOM) in Baku, Azerbaijan,
deployed by the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the
Council of Europe, found that there were nu-
merous instances of violence by both mem-
bers of the opposition and government
forces;

Whereas the international election observ-
ers also found inequality and irregularities
in campaign and election conditions, includ-
ing intimidation of opposition supporters, re-
strictions on political rallies by opposition
candidates, and voting fraud;

Whereas Azerbaijan freely accepted a se-
ries of commitments on democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law when that country
joined the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe as a participating State
in 1992;

Whereas, following the 2003 presidential
election, the Council of Europe adopted Res-
olution 1358 (2004) demanding that the Gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan immediately imple-
ment a series of steps that included the re-
lease of political prisoners, investigation of
election fraud, and the creation of public
service television to allow all political par-
ties to better communicate with the people
of Azerbaijan;

Whereas, since the 2003 presidential elec-
tion, the Government of Azerbaijan has
taken a number of positive steps by releasing
some political prisoners and working toward
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the establishment of public service tele-
vision;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires that citizens be guaranteed the
right and opportunity to exercise their civil
and political rights free from intimidation,
undue influence, threats of political retribu-
tion, or other forms of coercion by national
or local authorities or others;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires government and public authorities
to ensure that candidates and political par-
ties enjoy equal treatment before the law
and that government resources are not em-
ployed to the advantage of individual can-
didates or political parties; and

Whereas the establishment of a trans-
parent, free and fair election process for the
2005 parliamentary elections would be an im-
portant step in Azerbaijan’s progress toward
full integration into the democratic commu-
nity of nations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) calls upon the Government of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan to hold orderly, peace-
ful, and free and fair parliamentary elections
in November 2005 in order to ensure the long-
term growth and stability of the country;

(2) calls upon the Government of Azer-
baijan to guarantee the full participation of
opposition parties in the upcoming elections,
including members of opposition parties ar-
rested in the months leading up to the No-
vember 2005 parliamentary elections;

(3) calls upon the opposition parties to
fully and peacefully participate in the No-
vember 2005 parliamentary elections, and
calls upon the Government of Azerbaijan to
create the conditions for the participation
on equal grounds of all viable candidates;

(4) believes it is critical that the November
2005 parliamentary elections be viewed by
the people of Azerbaijan as free and fair, and
that all sides refrain from violence during
the campaign, on election day, and following
the election;

(5) calls upon the Government of Azer-
baijan to guarantee election monitors from
the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE),
Azeri political parties, candidates’ represent-
atives, nongovernmental organizations, and
other private institutions and organizations,
both foreign and domestic, unimpeded access
to all aspects of the election process;

(6) supports recommendations made by the
Council of Europe on amendments to the
Unified Election Code of Azerbaijan, specifi-
cally to ensure equitable representation of
opposition and pro-government forces in all
election commissions;

(7) urges the international community and
domestic nongovernmental organizations to
provide a sufficient number of election ob-
servers to ensure credible monitoring and re-
porting of the November 2005 parliamentary
elections;

(8) recognizes the need for the establish-
ment of an independent media and assur-
ances by the Government of Azerbaijan that
freedom of the press will be guaranteed; and

(9) calls upon the Government of Azer-
baijan to guarantee freedom of speech and
freedom of assembly.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-

woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN).
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 326, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 326 is
a resolution calling on the government
of Azerbaijan to ensure that their up-
coming parliamentary elections in No-
vember are peaceful, free and fair.

In the most recent elections in Azer-
baijan, the 2003 presidential elections,
international election observers con-
cluded that they fell well short of
international standards. The observers
found numerous instances of voting
fraud, restrictions on political rallies
and intimidation against political op-
ponents.

Since that election, Azerbaijan has
taken a number of positive steps, such
as releasing some political prisoners,
opening their airwaves to opposing
viewpoints and allowing greater free-
dom of speech and assembly. However,
much more needs to be done before the
people of Arzerbaijan and the inter-
national community can have con-
fidence in the outcome of the Novem-
ber elections.

As stated in H. Res. 326, the govern-
ment needs to take several steps to en-
sure fairness in the election process.
First, it must permit the full participa-
tion of all opposition parties in the up-
coming elections.

Second, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, the government of Azerbaijan
must allow election monitors from the
OSCE, Azeri political parties and other
political organizations unimpeded ac-
cess to all aspects of the election proc-
ess. The government simply cannot
pick and choose which organizations
will be allowed to verify that the elec-
tion is free and fair.

Finally, the resolution supports the
international efforts to change the
election code of Azerbaijan to provide
all political forces with equitable rep-
resentation in the country’s election
commissions.

Azerbaijan and the United States
have enjoyed a strong, bilateral rela-
tionship since Aczerbaijan gained its
independence from the Soviet Union in
1991. We look forward to this friendship
growing even closer in the coming
years. In the long term, however, the
strength of the relationship between
our two nations, as well as the sta-
bility of government in Azerbaijan,
will largely depend on Azerbaijan be-
coming a more free and more demo-
cratic nation.

I therefore urge the government of
Azerbaijan to hold free and fair elec-
tions, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, the Republic of Azer-
baijan will hold parliamentary elec-
tions this coming November. Our legis-
lation calls on Azerbaijan’s govern-
ment to hold orderly, peaceful, free and
fair elections in the interests of ensur-
ing the long-term growth and stability
of the country. Our resolution calls for
full and peaceful participation in the
process by all opposition parties and
urges the ample presence of election
observers with unfettered access to en-
sure the credibility of the elections.

Our measure is necessary, Mr. Speak-
er, after Azerbaijan disenfranchised its
citizens and made mockery of its prom-
ises to the international community to
hold a free and fair presidential elec-
tion in October 2003. After a campaign
troubled by intimidation and countless
irregularities and violent incidents on
election day, election observers con-
cluded that the vote in 2003 was one
which was fraudulent and it resulted in
an illegal government.

Since then, Mr. Speaker, the people
of Azerbaijan have faced an increasing
crackdown on what should be their
rights in a civilized society. The gov-
ernment has continued to pursue oppo-
sition figures, to break up peaceful op-
position rallies, and has failed to pros-
ecute police who have attacked jour-
nalists documenting these events.

Mr. Speaker, we all recognize that
Azerbaijan enjoys a good relationship
with the United States. It is an impor-
tant producer of oil and has a strategic
position between Europe and Central
Asia that has been valuable for our
Armed Forces as they have conducted
operations in Afghanistan. But we
must ensure that Azerbaijan and other
former Soviet States do not use their
strategic assets to prevent democratic
openings such as the ones we have seen
in Ukraine, Georgia, and even in
Kyrgyzstan.

Mr. Speaker, we all recognize that
the countries of the former Soviet
Union represent a spectrum in the
transition from totalitarianism to plu-
ralism. No one election is expected to
guarantee that a country will shed a
half a century of oppression, and every
society that has faced such cir-
cumstances must build toward a new
social compact that allows for freedom
and liberty.

The resolution before us today recog-
nizes that the Azeri government has re-
leased some political prisoners and re-
cently taken some steps to allow for a
greater degree of openness in advance
of the upcoming elections. More still
needs to be done to ensure that elec-
tion laws in Azerbaijan are in con-
sonance with international standards.

The Azeri people will soon have an-
other chance to fulfill their aspirations
and to move their country towards a
full democracy. Our resolution ex-
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presses the support of the TUnited
States for the Azeri people, and I urge
all of my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to yield
3 minutes to my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN).

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, let me
thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) for yielding me this time
and thank the committee for bringing
out this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I am the ranking Demo-
crat on the U.S. Helsinki Commission,
and I very much appreciate this resolu-
tion, because I think it carries out the
commitment of our Nation to make
sure that Azerbaijan carries out its
commitments it has made as a member
state of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe.

Ever since gaining its independence
in 1991 from the former Soviet Union,
Azerbaijan has been a country in which
we have a great deal of interest in
making sure that it develops its insti-
tutions for democracy. In 1992, it be-
came a participating state in the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe.

Now, as Azerbaijan plans parliamen-
tary elections for November, Congress
must strongly encourage them to ful-
fill their commitments. The elections
must be free and fair, opposition par-
ties must be encouraged, freedom of
speech and press must be protected and
democratic ideals must be upheld.
Azerbaijan’s last elections held in 2003
failed to meet these international
standards.

Since the 2003 presidential elections,
the government of Azerbaijan has
taken some positive steps by releasing
some political prisoners and working
towards the establishment of public
service television. However, there re-
mains much concern hindering democ-
racy in Azerbaijan.

Let me just raise one example, the
events of May 21, 2005. Azerbaijan offi-
cials arrested and incarcerated a group
of peaceful protesters in the capital
city of Baku. I join my colleagues on
the Helsinki Commission in con-
demning this horrific event and calling
on Baku to establish a safe forum for
oppositional discourse and to curtail
all political harassment.

We must encourage Azerbaijan’s gov-
ernment to reform campaign election
procedures to ensure their integration
into the democratic community of na-
tions. The Rose Revolution in Georgia,
the Orange Revolution in Ukraine and
the recent Democratic Revolution in
Kyrgyzstan are widely symbolic of
events that accelerate the future de-
mocratization of the former Soviet Re-
publics.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution speaks
to the priorities of this Nation, but
also speaks to the priorities of all the
nations that have made commitments
within the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe. I urge my
colleagues to support the resolution.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the resolution introduced by
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my colleague Representative ELTON GALLEGLY
calling for free and fair elections in Azerbaijan
this November.

Azerbaijan has been an ally of the United
States since they gained their independence
from the Soviet Union in 1991 and has played
in integral roll, not only with issues involving
Central Asian countries, but also on the war
on terrorism.

However, Azerbaijan has yet to meet its full
potential and its poor human rights record
constantly overshadows any positive steps
that the government has taken.

The 2003 election was won by llkham Aliyev
by 77 percent, but the election results remain
contentious. After the 2003 election the Inter-
national Election Observation Mission in Baku,
under the auspices of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, OSCE,
found numerous instances of violence by both
members of the opposition and the govern-
ment.

The election observers also found irregular-
ities in campaign and election conditions, in-
cluding intimidation, restrictions on political ral-
lies by opposition candidates, and voting
fraud.

Many people protested the election claiming
it had been rigged. As a result these protests
led to numerous arrests of the “investigators.”
After threats by international organization that
Azerbaijan’s membership in the Council of Eu-
rope would be re-evaluated, President Aliyev
released 114 of the political prisoners.

| applaud my colleague for introducing H.
Res. 326. While calling for a free and fair elec-
tion in November, this bill would also work to
guarantee opposition party participation, and
freedom of speech—something that this coun-
try has lacked for many years.

| call upon my colleagues to pass this com-
mon sense bill and send a message to Azer-
baijan to hold and free and fair elections, re-
specting the rights of all individuals as some
of their neighbors have already done.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H. Con. Res. 326, of which
| am an original co-sponsor, along with my
colleagues Mr. GALLEGLY and Mr. WEXLER. |
thank them for their initiative in crafting this
resolution which calls on the Government of
Azerbaijan to hold free and fair elections this
fall.

Azerbaijan is an important country. It is lo-
cated in a strategic region, is energy-rich and
is a moderate Muslim state that enjoys good
relations with the United States. We have a
major stake in Azerbaijan’s successful democ-
ratization and integration into Western institu-
tions.

Unfortunately, however, OSCE monitors
have not been able to certify an election held
in Azerbaijan in the last 10 years as meeting
international standards,. During the October
2003 presidential election, clashes broke out
between government forces and supporters of
opposition parties who claimed election fraud.
Afterwards, the authorities launched a country-
wide crackdown on the opposition; only re-
cently have Azerbaijan authorities begun to
allow demonstrations again.

The upcoming parliamentary election—the
first under the country’s new, young leader-
ship—is critical to Azerbaijan’s progress to-
wards the Western community of nations. It is
a key indicator of President llham Aliev’s in-
tentions: does he want to reform the system or
to continue with same old, tired business as
usual?
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The stakes are higher than which parties
and candidates get in Azerbaijan’s parliament.
Over the last 18 months, multi-colored” revolu-
tions took place in Georgia, Ukraine and
Kyrgyzstan. All were sparked by elections per-
ceived by many voters in those countries as
unfair, a view shared by OSCE observer mis-
sions. If Azerbaijan’s election this November
does not make major improvements over Oc-
tober 2003, there is a real chance of con-
frontation again, with unpredictable con-
sequences.

| am deeply convinced that the stability we
all seek in Azerbaijan is only possible through
democracy. For that reason, the November
election must be free and fair. Whoever wins,
it is essential that Azerbaijan’s citizens and the
international community see the outcome as
legitimate.

A key ingredient of fair elections is impartial
election commissions. At this point, there are
no such bodies in Azerbaijan. Since 2003, the
Venice Commission of the Council of Europe,
along with the OSCE’s Office of Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights, have consist-
ently urged that Azerbaijan’s election commis-
sions, which are reliably pro-government, be
reconfigured so as to “enjoy public con-
fidence.”

In fact, this issue goes back even farther—
the Helsinki Commission, which | co-chair,
held a hearing in May 2000 on the November
2000 parliamentary election, at which rep-
resentatives of Azerbaijan’s government and
opposition testified. At that time as well, the
composition of election commissions was one
of the most heated points of contention be-
tween government and opposition.

Unfortunately, these differences have not
been bridged. Azerbaijan’s authorities have re-
jected the recommendations of the OSCE and
the Venice Commission. | am extremely dis-
appointed that Azerbaijan’s parliament passed
an election law on June 29 without incor-
porating key suggestions by the Venice Com-
mission on election commissions and domes-
tic monitoring.

With the law as it now stands, and with
election commissions unchanged, the election
will not be able to meet OSCE standards. It is
already clear that the OSCE and the Council
of Europe will not be able to give a passing
grade to the election. Nor will the law enjoy
public confidence in Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijani officials occasionally protest that
there is not enough time between now and
November to change the law. But lack of time
is not the problem. They have had years to
implement these recommendations—the prob-
lem is that they refuse to do so.

Nevertheless, | believe there is still time for
Baku to do what is right. That is why | cospon-
sored this resolution. | call on my colleagues
to support H. Con. Res. 326, which will con-
vey to Baku that the U.S. Congress is closely
watching and will draw the appropriate conclu-
sions.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
also have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
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the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 326, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

0 1545
RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOLIDARITY

MOVEMENT IN POLAND

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 328) recognizing
the 25th anniversary of the workers’
strikes in Poland in 1980 that led to the
establishment of the Solidarity Trade
Union, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 328

Whereas, although Victory in Europe on
May 8, 1945, resulted in liberty and democ-
racy in many nations, Poland and other
countries of Central and Eastern Europe fell
behind the repressive Iron Curtain of the So-
viet Union;

Whereas for more than four decades Poland
and the nations of the Soviet Bloc struggled
under authoritarian rule;

Whereas in June 1979, Pope John Paul II,
the former Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, returned
to his homeland for the first time and ex-
horted his countrymen to ‘‘be not afraid’ of
the Communist regime;

Whereas in July and August of 1980, Polish
workers in the shipyards of Gdansk and
Szczecin went on strike to demand greater
political freedom;

Whereas workers’ committees, led by elec-
trician Lech Walesa, coordinated these
strikes and ensured that the strikes were
peaceful and orderly;

Whereas in August 1980, the Communist
government of Poland yielded to the 21 de-
mands of the striking workers, including the
release of all political prisoners, the broad-
casting of religious services on television
and radio, and the right to establish inde-
pendent trade unions;

Whereas the Communist government of Po-
land introduced martial law in December
1981 in an attempt to block the growing in-
fluence of the Solidarity movement;

Whereas the Solidarity Trade Union and
its 10,000,000 members became a great social
movement committed to promoting funda-
mental human rights, democracy, and Polish
independence from the Soviet Union;

Whereas in February 1989, the Communist
government of Poland agreed to conduct
talks with the Solidarity Trade Union that
led to elections to the National Assembly in
June of that year, in which nearly all open
seats were won by candidates supported by
the Solidarity Trade Union, and led soon
after to the election of Poland’s first non-
Communist Prime Minister in the post-war
era, Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki;

Whereas the Solidarity movement ended
communism in Poland without bloodshed, in-
spiring other nations under Soviet control to
do the same and playing an important role in
the fall of communism in Central and East-
ern Europe;

H5925

Whereas on November 15, 1989, Lech Walesa
gave an historic speech before a joint meet-
ing of the United States Congress with the
opening remarks ‘“We the People. . .””, which
stirred a standing ovation from the Members
of Congress;

Whereas on December 9, 1990, Lech Walesa
was elected President of Poland;

Whereas the support of the United States
and the Polish-American community was es-
sential to the survival and success of the
Solidarity movement; and

Whereas a bond of friendship exists be-
tween the United States and Poland, which
is among the strongest allies of the United
States, a contributing partner in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a reli-
able partner in the Global War on Terrorism,
and a key contributor in Iraq and Afghani-
stan: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the 25th anniversary of the
workers’ strikes in Poland that led to estab-
lishment of the Solidarity Trade Union;

(2) honors the struggle and sacrifice of the
citizens of Poland who risked their lives to
restore democracy to their country and to
return Poland to the democratic community
of nations; and

(3) offers Poland as a model for other na-
tions struggling to emerge from authori-
tarian rule and establish a flourishing rep-
resentative government.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of South Carolina). Pursuant
to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 328
recognizes the 26th-year anniversary of
the Solidarity movement in Poland and
conveys our recognition of Solidarity’s
important role in setting in motion the
liberation of the Eastern and Central
European nations and the fall of the
Soviet Union. It also honors the strug-
gle and the sacrifice of the people of
Poland who risked their lives to re-
store democracy to their country.

Solidarity began in the shipyards,
with Polish workers refusing to submit
to the tyranny of the Communist re-
gime in Poland, even after 40 years of
oppression. A local electrician, Lech
Walesa, coordinated the Solidarity
strikes and ensured that the strikes
were peaceful and orderly.

After months of strikes, the Com-
munist government yielded to the
striking workers’ demands, including
the release of all political prisoners,
the broadcasting of religious services
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on television and radio, and the right
to establish independent trade unions.

Throughout the 1980s, Solidarity
grew to become a national movement,
with 10 million members. Lech Walesa
went on to become Poland’s first Presi-
dent after the fall of the Berlin wall.
Solidarity was also critical in estab-
lishing the democratic institutions
that flourish in Poland today and in
creating a catalyst for the spread of
freedom in the former Soviet bloc.

I strongly support House Resolution
328, which passed by voice vote during
a subcommittee markup and by unani-
mous consent before the full Com-
mittee on International Relations.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution has
strong Dbipartisan support, including
the distinguished ranking member of
the House Committee on International
Relations, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS), my good friend. I
urge the passage of House Resolution
328.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the resolution, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
good friend, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), my distin-
guished colleague, for her work on this
resolution and all human rights issues
and issues relating to the advancement
of democracy globally.

Mr. Speaker, the single most impor-
tant event in the second half of the
20th century was the collapse of Com-
munism in the Soviet Union and the
end of Soviet hegemony over Central
and Eastern Europe.

Many organizations played impor-
tant roles in this political tectonic
shift. Today, we are marking the 25th
anniversary of the founding of one of
those most important organizations,
the Solidarity trade union movement
of Poland, and we are paying tribute to
the founder of Solidarity, one of the
key players in bringing an end to Com-
munism in Poland, the electrician from
Gdansk, Lech Walesa.

Mr. Speaker, the worker strikes in
Poland in 1980 and the almost sponta-
neous springing up of the Solidarity
union movement was a critical event in
the demise of Communism. As union
members made their demands for re-
form known, and as the popularity of
Solidarity’s leader Lech Walesa soared
in Poland and beyond, both Warsaw
and Moscow became increasingly ap-
prehensive. Solidarity was seen as a
real political alternative to the Com-
munist government. So the Soviet
military conducted maneuvers on Po-
land’s borders. The Warsaw govern-
ment arrested Walesa and other Soli-
darity leaders. It banned the movement
and imposed martial law throughout
Poland.

As my colleagues know, Mr. Speaker,
Lech Walesa received the Nobel Peace
Prize, but he could not leave Poland to
accept it. Solidarity continued its ac-
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tivities underground. In 1988, a new
wave of strikes broke out in Poland,
and chief among the strikers’ demands
was that Solidarity be recognized. Fi-
nally, in April of 1989, Solidarity was
recognized by the Polish Government.
In relatively free elections in June of
that year, Solidarity candidates won 99
out of 100 seats in the Senate of the
Polish parliament and every single seat
for which Solidarity candidates were
permitted to run in the lower House.
That election represented such a pow-
erful repudiation of the Polish Com-
munist Government that it no longer
had the political credibility to govern
that country.

Lech Walesa, my friend, went on to
become Poland’s first democratically
elected President since the Second
World War.

As we pay tribute to the 25th anni-
versary of the founding of Solidarity, it
is critical that we remember the assist-
ance that was given to Solidarity by
our own American labor movement.
Then AFL-CIO President Lane
Kirkland and the American labor
movement provided absolutely critical
moral, material, and political support
to the workers of Poland during their
struggle in the 1980s.

I had the privilege of traveling to
Warsaw to meet with Lech Walesa with
Lane Kirkland, and to be in the pres-
ence of those two great labor leaders
was a truly memorable experience.

At a memorial service for Lane
Kirkland, Henry Kissinger recalled a
dinner he had arranged for Kirkland
with two top officials of the adminis-
tration who were shocked to receive
the ‘“Kirkland treatment,” a scathing
attack on their failure to do enough for
the freedom movements in Poland and
around the world. At the memorial
service, Solidarity Leader Lech Walesa
said, ‘I never had enough opportunity
to thank Lane Kirkland for his enor-
mous contribution for our struggle.”

Mr. Speaker, the 25th anniversary of
the founding of Solidarity is an appro-
priate time for us to reflect upon the
historic changes that convulsed the So-
viet Union and Central Europe 15 years
ago. Solidarity was an important cata-
lyst in that transformation. We honor
the struggle and sacrifice of the work-
ers of Poland and the leaders of Soli-
darity who risked their lives to restore
democracy to their homeland.

Poland has been a member of NATO
for 8 years and recently became a full
member of the European Union. These
actions would not have taken place
without the leadership of Lech Walesa
and his colleagues in the Solidarity
movement. I urge all of my colleagues
to support this resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to support H. Res. 328, recognizing the
25th anniversary of the workers’ strikes in Po-
land that led to the founding of Solidarity.

Mr. Speaker, Stalin once said that trying to
impose communism on Poland was like trying
to put a saddle on a cow. As history showed,
that was one time the Soviet Union’s dictator
was right. From the end of World War II, when
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the Soviet Union spread its suffocating net
across a Central Europe devastated by war,
Poles struggled to be free. Time and again,
from the 1956 riots in Poznan, when workers
took to the streets “For Bread and For Free-
dom,” through the intellectual upheavals of the
1960s, Poles struggled to stretch the bound-
aries of freedom. Each time, they came closer,
but each time they were pulled back into the
Soviet fold.

The year 1976 marked an historic turning
point. In that year, Polish intellectuals stood
outside the court room door while workers
stood inside, waiting for verdicts to be meted
out against them for their strikes at the Ursus
tractor factory. At those ftrials, only family
members were allowed to be present. And, as
one onerous prison sentence after another
was handed down, the intellectuals standing
outside the courtroom would hear only the
sobs of family members. The harshness of the
regime only served to galvanize opposition to
it.

By 1980, when the workers struck in
Gdansk, they were no longer alone; they were
joined by intellectuals who had been pursuing
a parallel path. The newly elected, Polish-born
Pope, John Paul Il, had countenanced his
countrymen and women to “be not afraid.”
And an extraordinary individual, Lech Walesa,
scaled the walls at the Lenin shipyard in
Gdansk to lead his country to a place in his-
tory. The Gdansk shipyard workers had 31 de-
mands, one of which was a call for the Polish
Government to fulfill its obligations it had
under the in the 1976 Helsinki Final Act.

By December 13, 1981, the Soviet Union
had seen enough of this Polish experiment
and martial law was imposed. But, it seems,
the power of the people could not be truly re-
pressed. The joining of workers and intellec-
tuals in Poland produced the only mass dis-
sident movement in all of Eastern Europe. In
spite of mass arrests and other forms of re-
pression during the 1980s, Solidarity remained
a force with which to be reckoned and, by
1988, the tide was inexorably turning. In that
year, Janusz Onyszkiewicz [YAN-oosh oh-
nish-KAl-a-vich], a Solidarity activist who—in a
few years time—would be Minister of Defense,
came to Washington and testified before the
Helsinki Commission about the human rights
situation in his country. It was the first time a
dissident from an East European Communist
country had testified before Congress and
then actually returned to his country. Although
authorities briefly considered bringing criminal
charges against him for his daring appearance
before the Helsinki Commission, those plans
were quickly abandoned.

By 1989, Solidarity’s disciplined strikes had
forced Communist officials to the negotiating
table. These so-called “Round-Table Talks”
produced an agreement to allow a fraction of
the seats in parliament to be openly contested
in June elections—the proverbial camel's nose
under the tent. In July, when Tadeusz
Mazowiecki [tah-DAY-oosh maz-oh-VIET-ski]
was elected Poland’s first non-Communist
Prime Minister in the post-War era, a delega-
tion from the Helsinki Commission, led by
Senator DeConcini, sat in the gallery of the
parliament and watched this extraordinary mo-
ment unfold.

Mr. Speaker, there are many factors that led
to the collapse of communism, and many he-
roes—some tragically fallen—who deserve
credit for restoring freedom to Eastern Europe.
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The Solidarity Trade Union played a singular
role in achieving that great goal, and | give my
wholehearted support to this resolution which
honors the men and women of that move-
ment.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 328, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

ACKNOWLEDGING AFRICAN DE-
SCENDANTS OF THE TRANS-
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE IN ALL
OF THE AMERICAS

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
175) acknowledging African descend-
ants of the transatlantic slave trade in
all of the Americas with an emphasis
on descendants in Latin America and
the Caribbean, recognizing the injus-
tices suffered by these African descend-
ants, and recommending that the
United States and the international
community work to improve the situa-
tion of Afro-descendant communities
in Latin America and the Caribbean, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 175

Whereas during Black History Month it is
important that we not forget that African-
Americans are not the only survivors of the
transatlantic slave trade;

Whereas like the United States, many Eu-
ropean nations benefited greatly from the
colonization of Latin America and the Carib-
bean and their participation in the slave
trade;

Whereas the story of African descendants
in all of the Americas remains untold, lead-
ing them to be forgotten, made invisible, and
allowed to suffer unjustly;

Whereas it is important to acknowledge
that as a result of the slave trade and immi-
gration, approximately 80,000,000 to
150,000,000 persons of African descent live in
Latin America and the Caribbean, making
them the largest population of persons of Af-
rican descent outside of Africa;

Whereas Afro-descendants are present in
most all Latin American countries, includ-
ing Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Gua-
temala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pan-
ama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Ven-
ezuela;

Whereas the size of Afro-descendant popu-
lations vary in range from less than 1 per-
cent in some countries to as much as 30 per-
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cent in Colombia and 46 percent in Brazil and
make up the majority in some Spanish
speaking Caribbean nations, such as Cuba
and the Dominican Republic;

Whereas Afro-descendant populations have
made significant economic, social, and cul-
tural contributions to their countries and
the Western Hemisphere from their unfortu-
nate involvement in the transatlantic slave
trade to their recent contributions to trade,
tourism, and other industries;

Whereas although persons of African de-
scent have made significant achievements in
education, employment, economic, political,
and social spheres in some countries, the
vast majority are marginalized—living in
impoverished communities where they are
excluded from centers of education, govern-
ment, and basic human rights based upon the
color of their skin and ancestry;

Whereas Afro-descendants have shorter life
expectancies, higher rates of infant mor-
tality, higher incidences of HIV/AIDS, higher
rates of illiteracy, and lower incomes than
do other populations;

Whereas Afro-descendants encounter prob-
lems of access to healthcare, basic edu-
cation, potable water, housing, land titles,
credit, equal justice and representation
under the law, political representation, and
other economic, political, health, and basic
human rights; and

Whereas skin color and ancestry have led
African-Americans in the United States and
African descendants in Latin America and
the Caribbean to share similar injustices,
leading to economic, social, health, and po-
litical inequalities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes and honors African descend-
ants in the Americas for their contributions
to the economic, social, and cultural fabric
of the countries in the Americas, particu-
larly in Latin American and Caribbean soci-
eties;

(2) recognizes that as a result of their skin
color and ancestry, African descendants in
the Americas have wrongfully experienced
economic, social, and political injustices;

(3) urges the President to take appropriate
measures to encourage the celebration and
remembrance of the achievements of African
descendants in the Americas and a resolu-
tion of injustices suffered by African de-
scendants in the Americas;

(4) encourages the United States and the
international community to work to ensure
that extreme poverty is eradicated, universal
education is achieved, quality healthcare is
made available, and equal access to justice
and representation under the law is granted
in Afro-descendant communities in Latin
America and the Caribbean; and

(5) encourages the United States and the
international community to achieve these
goals in Latin America and the Caribbean
by—

(A) promoting research that focuses on
identifying and eradicating racial disparities
in economic, political, and social spheres;

(B) promoting programs that focus on
Afro-descendant communities;

(C) providing technical support and train-
ing to Afro-descendant advocacy groups that
work to uphold basic human rights in the re-
gion;

(D) promoting the creation of an inter-
national working group that focuses on prob-
lems of communities of Afro-descendants in
the Americas; and

(E) promoting trade and other bilateral
and multilateral agreements that take into
account the needs of Afro-descendant com-
munities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
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Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the concurrent resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, progress for some of the
Afro-Latino communities in the West-
ern Hemisphere has been disturbingly
low. Estimates show that almost one-
third of the population in Latin Amer-
ica is made up of descendants of West
African slaves brought to the Americas
by European slave traders during the
colonial period.

Afro-Latinos comprise either a ma-
jority or a large minority in a number
of Latin American nations, including
the Dominican Republic, Brazil, Co-
lombia, Panama, Venezuela, Ecuador,
and Nicaragua. Yet reports indicate
that most Afro-Latinos are among the
poorest, most marginalized groups in
that region.

Thus, as we press for democratic
progress, for prosperity, and for secu-
rity in our hemisphere, and we focus to
maximize our efforts to reduce poverty,
part of a comprehensive strategy must
also include efforts to address the
needs and provide for the rights of the
Afro-Latino community in the region.

The resolution before us urges us to
take a thoughtful, proactive approach
to achieve such goals.

I thank the gentleman from New
York (Mr. RANGEL) for bringing this
issue to our attention and for intro-
ducing this important measure. I also
wish to thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Chairman HYDE); the gentleman
from California (Ranking Member LAN-
TOS); the gentleman from Indiana
(Chairman BURTON), the chairman of
the Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere; and the gentleman from
New Jersey (Ranking Member MENEN-
DEZ) for their efforts to expeditiously
bring this resolution before the House
today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to applaud my
colleagues for bringing this resolution
to the House for consideration. I deeply
appreciate the efforts of my dear friend
and esteemed colleague, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RANGEL), for offer-
ing this resolution, and my colleagues,
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the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE), the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEE), and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS), for their
tireless efforts on behalf of African de-
scendants throughout the globe.

People of African descent in this
country have benefited from long-
standing efforts to raise public aware-
ness of their history and their cir-
cumstances. But we must not forget,
Mr. Speaker, that there is an equally
complex history for African descend-
ants throughout the Americas, and
their current situation demands our at-
tention and our action as well.

The resolution of the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) seeks to re-
move the cloak of invisibility that has
hidden the faces of so many of our
neighbors in the Western Hemisphere
from their own countrymen and from
the rest of the world.

0 1600

African descendents are present in
great numbers in the Caribbean and in
a few Latin American countries such as
Brazil where they comprise approxi-
mately 45 percent of the population.
But many African descendents also re-
side in Latin American nations where
their presence is less well known, such
as HEcuador, Nicaragua, Panama and
Mexico.

The history of Afro descendents in
these countries stretches back cen-
turies. In Mexico, for example, individ-
uals in the Costa Chica area are be-
lieved to be descendents of slaves who
were brought there in the 17th century
to work on the area’s extensive cattle
ranches. Today some of the names of
Mexican towns in the Veracruz region
reflect this history: Congo, Angola,
Mozambique, Mandinga and Mocambo.

While African descendents no longer
are enslaved in Latin America and the
Caribbean, they tend to be
marginalized in many societies. This
leaves them vulnerable to economic
hardship and to upheaval such as civil
conflict.

In Colombia, just 2 months ago, in-
tense fighting between leftist guerillas
and their right wing paramilitary foes
forced more than 2,000 mainly Afro-Co-
lombian villagers from their homes.
The United Nations Commission for
Refugees has said that the situation for
these communities is worsening, and it
has warned that these communities are
at high risk of severe hardship and in-
security as a result of these illegal
armed groups occupying their land.

Mr. Speaker, the plight of African de-
scendents in Latin America and the
Caribbean has been ignored for far too
long. The gentleman from New York
(Mr. RANGEL’s) resolution before us be-
gins to address the injustices and in-
equities that they have suffered, first
by recognizing the situation and then
by seeking to address it through rais-
ing awareness. The measure also en-
courages the United States and the
international community to work to
ensure that extreme poverty is eradi-
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cated, universal education is achieved,
quality health care is made available
and equal access to justice and rep-
resentation under the law is granted to
Afro-descendant communities in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to yield
such time as he may consume to the
author of the resolution, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. RANGEL),
the distinguished ranking member of
the Committee on Ways and Means,
one of our leaders in the Congress and
my dear friend.

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this is in-
deed a very emotional and historic day
to see that the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), who is such a
great American and yet she has this
pride and that Cuban blood which em-
phasizes that when you have that, you
can become even a better American.

And then on this side of the aisle to
find my friend, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS), an inter-
national personality that came from
Hungary, but his people were not satis-
fied just to come from all over the
world. They needed someplace that
they could feel that was theirs. They
needed a homeland. And out of that
came the birth and the greatness of
Jewish people all over the world, be-
cause they knew that they had a place
that they could be so proud of. And it
is that pride, or lack of pride that de-
termines what we can do.

And here, me in the aisle, coming
from a family that comes from families
of slaves, what a trio we are to be in
this House of Representatives in this
great country enjoying who we are and
where we came from and not being sat-
isfied with that, but reaching out and
saying that those that come from Afri-
ca, no matter where they are, we want
them, if not to have a traditional
homeland, at least to have that cul-
ture, that pride, that self-esteem that
makes a difference.

Mr. Speaker, not too long ago I was
in Germany with the Chancellor, and
even though there was no one of the
Jewish faith in the CODEL, he went
out of his way during this NATO meet-
ing to show how friendly and sup-
portive the German government was to
Israel. When it occurred at every meet-
ing, I said, ‘““Mr. Chancellor, is there a
particular reason why you are empha-
sizing the friendship and support that
you give to Israel?”’” And he said, ‘“Yes,
Congressman. The people of Germany
committed acts, atrocities on these
people, and it is not enough to say that
you are sorry. You have to show in
some way that the conscience of Ger-
mans should not have to carry this bur-
den,” because they recognize not just
an apology but they had to do some-
thing.

We are not asking Americans or
white people to be ashamed for what
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happened, but it does help when you
say an act of injustice has been com-
mitted by certain people of this world,
to take human beings who God has
made and to treat them like machines,
to treat them like chattel, to tear
them away from their families, to use
them to build economies, whether we
are talking about cotton, sugar or rum
or mining, and then just to walk away
and say I did not do it.

Well, no one is saying who did it. But
what makes a person great is to be able
to say what you did about it.

It seems difficult that for me, as a
child, the word ‘‘African’ was used as
an insulting adjective as to who was
then Colored or Negro or whatever
they were called.

But how did all of this happen? It
happened because it was a planned
strategy, not only to control the body
of people, but to control their minds to
such an extent that even among those
of African descent they discriminated
against each other.

I had hoped one day when I get to
heaven and have a chance to talk with
God directly, that I would ask her,
what did people of color ever do to
make you so angry? As we go to the
different countries in the Caribbean
and Central and South America, how
can you determine poverty and misery
and disease by one’s color? Well, you do
it.

And she would say, when racism and
evil people come in and make you do
this to yourself, very much like the
terrorists who God has made, it is an
evil that comes in that causes them to
want to destroy; and when you destroy
one’s self-esteem, you destroy their
confidence, you tear away their cul-
ture, their music, their education and
deny them who they are and where
they came from, then you get someone
that cannot effectively compete.

We in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus recognize what we have had to go
through in our own country. We have
seen the tremendous advancements
that have been made. But we are not
satisfied with that. We want to help
those in Brazil, those in Colombia,
those in Central and South America,
and especially those in Mexico, to un-
derstand that when God made all these
beautiful colors He made it for all of us
to feel a sense of pride. And this is
what we hope that we are able to do, to
make some type of commitment, no
apologies, but to be able to say that
terrorism and dictatorships and these
type of things seem to fester when you
find areas of poverty where injustices
have taken place. If we can have a
stronger people in this world to make
contributions as to who they are, to
make them better, but indeed to make
us better too, I think it would be a bet-
ter country.

I would say to the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS), when we were
having the crisis in Haiti, and just as
the Jewish people were denied in 1939
the ability to land here to escape the
Germans and were sent back, you may
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recall that we were sending back Hai-
tians to go into a crisis where their
lives could be lost.

I was on Lenox Avenue going home,
and a constituent came to me and
thanked me for the work I was doing
on behalf of the Haitian refugees. I
thanked him, but hearing no Haitian
accent, I stopped him and I asked,
where are you from? He said, North
Carolina. I said, what is your interest
in Haiti? He said, my brother, we all
came from Africa. I really thought you
understood that.

What a beautiful feeling where all of
us can say that no matter where we
came from, that we can help each other
because in this republic, no matter how
much pride we have for that flag, there
is a sense of dignity and pride when we
join with our own people, tell our own
jokes and in the case of some groups of
people, even enlarge among who they
were and who their families were. That
is what makes this country so great.

I would say to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS), I am so glad that both of you are
on the floor today, and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) as well who
expedited this. It does not cost a lot of
money, but it is one heck of a powerful
and rich statement that we are able to
say that in our country, with all of the
problems that we have had and all the
problems that we have overcome, that
we are still concerned about individ-
uals who have not reached that. And so
no longer can kids have to dream of
working in sugar fields, dancing and
playing and singing. They can become
outside of the domestic market. They
can become doctors, lawyers, politi-
cians and represent their countries and
be able to go to the floors of the inter-
national communities and, without
getting involved in dialogue, just a
smile would say that God made us all
in different colors, with different at-
tributes, but we are so proud to be
Americans that we want to help others,
whether it is in Central America,
whether it is in South America, but in
this hemisphere. We do not have to
apologize for what we have done, but
we can make this a better world.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) and those peo-
ple that served as cosponsors to make
this a resolution. Now we have to work
to make certain it comes into being.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. RANGEL), my dear friend and dis-
tinguished colleague, for his powerful
and moving and eloquent statement.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I want to thank the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for his kind
words, and this generation of Ameri-
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cans has a wonderful role model to
look up to and model themselves after
in the gentleman from New York.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
support of H. Con. Res. 175, which was intro-
duced by my colleague, Mr. RANGEL. This leg-
islation acknowledges African descendants of
the transatlantic slave trade in all of the Amer-
icas with an emphasis on descendants in Latin
America and the Caribbean, recognizing the
injustices suffered by these African descend-
ants, and recommends that the United States
and the international community work to im-
prove the circumstances of Afro-descendant
communities in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

While there have been considerable steps in
addressing the many humanitarian issues fac-
ing these populations in Latin America and the
Caribbean, more still needs to be done. The
Resolution urges the U.S. to pursue policies
and strategies directly targeted at addressing
these problems. The Resolution promotes in-
clusion of Afro-Latino communities in the pri-
vate and public sector.

In the 108th Congress, my colleagues and
| concluded that, for too long, this country and
other nations had ignored the struggle and
challenges faced by Afro-descendant popu-
lations in the Americas. While the U.S. has
been compelled to take steps to address our
race problem in this country, we have often
unintentionally forgotten or deemphasized the
impact of that struggle throughout the Western
Hemisphere.

The U.S. State Department reports that a
disproportionate number of internally displaced
people, IDP, in Colombia are of African de-
scent. The Colombian non-profit CODHES es-
timates that Afro-Colombians accounted for at
least 33 percent of total internally displaced
people in 2002. Displaced Afro-Colombians
from the coastal regions swell urban slums
such as the Nelson Mandela Barrio on the
edge of Cartagena.

Many Afro-Colombians reside in the most
neglected regions of the country, where they
are caught between state, paramilitary and
guerrilla forces. The absence of meaningful
Colombian state presence provides a vacuum
in which illegal actors function with impunity.
In spite of the influential role Afro-Colombians
have played in national development, they
have been marginalized in Colombian culture,
economy and politics.

Afro-Colombians have made meaningful
contributions to Colombia through the richness
and diversity of their cultures. They are char-
acterized by their ability to coexist peacefully,
their sense of community and solidarity, their
vast knowledge of the country’s natural re-
sources, and their love and concern for the
environment. Even so, Afro-Latinos account
for about 30 percent of the Latin American
population and make up over 60 percent of its
poor. Afro-Latinos also have extreme high
rates of suicide, homicide, infant mortality, and
illiteracy.

The displaced not only face violence and
perilous living conditions, but they often have
lost their traditional lands to armed actors,
drug traffickers, ranchers, and the logging in-
dustry, realities that threaten the survival of
their culture.

Brazil has the largest population of Afro-de-
scendants in Latin America and the Carib-
bean. Shockingly, only one in three Afro-Bra-
zilians attends secondary schools. Columbia
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with the second largest Afro-descendant popu-
lation has a shorter life expectancy for this
population, limited access to medical and
health care facilities, and the highest rates of
illiteracy.

| also want to thank the other members of
the Afro-Latino Working Group: The Honorable
CHARLES RANGEL, Mr. DONALD PAYNE, Ms.
BARBARA LEE, Mr. WILLIAM JEFFERSON, and
Mr. GREGORY MEEKS. Their counsel, advo-
cacy, and commitment to these issues have
been instrumental in raising the importance
and awareness of this cause to me and this
Congress, | appreciate their support.

As a freedom-loving people, we in the
United States have a role to play in the fulfill-
ment of Colombia’s democratic experiment to
include aid for Afro-Colombians, while future
disbursements of U.S. aid should factor in the
needs of Afro-Colombian populations. In-
creased foreign assistance of Colombia must
also be devoted to the development of
marginalized peoples. Historically, Afro-Colom-
bians have looked to the United States as a
progressive society. America’s struggle to end
racism at home and to dismantle Apartheid in
Africa gives Afro-descendants in Latin America
hope that they will one day see that the mis-
sion towards a humanitarian freedom and de-
mocracy is not yet finished. America’s voice in
Latin America cannot be ignored.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
strong support of the legislation to honor and
recognize the African descendants of the
transatlantic slave trade throughout the Amer-
icas, including descendants in Latin America
and the Caribbean as well as recognizing the
injustices suffered by these African descend-
ants, and recommending that the United
States and the international community work
to improve the situation of Afro-descendant
communities in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

| also rise to acknowledge the hard work of
Congressman RANGEL, the dean of the New
York delegation, and the author of this impor-
tant resolution.

H. Con. Res. 175, of which | am a proud co-
sponsor, highlights the priceless contributions
and indubitable needs of African descendants
of the transatlantic slave trade in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean.

This resolution of recognition is a very im-
portant and solid step forward that we need to
take in order to resolve this international issue.

This resolution will address the social, eco-
nomic and political affects as a result of the
slave trade and colonialism era within the
international community.

These communities are made up of over
150 million people in the Americas and the
Caribbean.

Despite their large presence, the majority of
Afro-descendants have been marginalized by
racial discrimination, social exclusion, and in-
numerable political and economic acts of in-
justice.

Although protected by their country’s con-
stitutions, individuals of African descent in this
region constantly struggle to maintain full pro-
tection of their rights.

Despite the large African populations Latin
America, specifically Brazil, Colombia, the Do-
minican Republic, and Cuba, these commu-
nities lack equal opportunities, strong political
representation, and have yet to be recognized
for their outstanding achievements abroad.

Colombia is the only country that has Afro-
Colombia representatives and has been the
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only country to approve legislation for the bet-
terment of the African community, despite hav-
ing only 2 of 166 seats in their House re-
served for Colombians of African decent.

H. Con. Res. 175 will mark the beginning of
progressive change in these communities.

Poverty levels, lack of education funding,
and exploitation of human rights within these
regions will be challenged as result of the
passing of this bill.

This bill supports the creation of organiza-
tions to combat racial tensions, such as Bra-
zi’'s Ministry for the Promotion of Racial
Equality, and the National Institute against
Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism in Ar-
gentina.

The United States and the International
community will work in coalition to improve so-
cial conditions and encourage more participa-
tion of Afro-descendant populations to exer-
cise their rights and not be oppressed as a re-
sult of their ancestry.

The creation of more education assistance
programs, racial equality initiatives, housing
policies, and healthcare programs will no
longer be far from reach in this population as
a result of this bill's passing.

This resolution will allow Afro-descendants
to enjoy the prosperity of their culture and her-
itage, contribute to their communities without
being ostracized, and be recognized publicly
for their efforts.

These groups lack an organized process by
which they can exercise their rights and opin-
ions efficiently. With one in three Afro-Brazil-
ians attending middle school, this is a popu-
lation that desperately needs visibility and
international aid.

As a representative of a large Colombian
population within my district, this is an issue
that has directly affected my constituents.

| am extremely hopeful that this bill will cre-
ate more opportunities for all Latin Americans
of African descent in their home country, al-
lowing them to play an equal role to that of the
entire population in the affairs of their society.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
175, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

COMMENDING THE CONTINUING
IMPROVEMENT 1IN RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 364) com-
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mending the continuing improvement
in relations between the United States
and the Republic of India.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 364

Whereas the Republic of India achieved its
independence from the British Empire on
August 15, 1947, and has since that time
maintained a democratic system of govern-
ment;

Whereas India has in recent years opened
its economy to a considerable extent to
trade and investment and has liberalized its
internal economic system;

Whereas India’s relationship with the
United States has deepened in past years and
encompasses cooperation on matters relat-
ing to international security, political sta-
bility, world trade, technology, science, and
health;

Whereas India and Pakistan, neighbors
who have fought bitter wars in past decades,
have increased their efforts to settle their
differences by peaceful means;

Whereas Americans of Indian origin have
made critical contributions to the culture
and economy of the United States;

Whereas the Prime Minister of India, His
Excellency Dr. Manmohan Singh, has, in his
previous capacity as Finance Minister,
helped shape India’s economic policies to
permit the growth of free markets, which
has led to much greater economic prosperity
for many people in India and the creation of
a large middle class; and

Whereas Prime Minister Singh has accept-
ed an invitation by the United States to
make an official visit to Washington, D.C.:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that the continuing im-
provement in relations between the United
States and the Republic of India, exemplified
by the current official visit of the Prime
Minister of India, His Excellency Dr.
Manmohan Singh, is to be commended, sup-
ported, and expanded in the interest of the
people of India and the people of the United
States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 364, the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

When the House considers resolutions
at a time coinciding with visits of for-
eign leaders about the relations be-
tween their countries and the United
States, it is because of the immense
value that the Congress places on that
relationship and the critical nature of
the issues and policies that bind our
nations.

Taking this into consideration, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to express my
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deepest gratitude to the House leader-
ship for having authored and brought
forward this particular resolution for
our consideration. The visit of the
Prime Minister of India is anything but
routine, and the expansion and the
strengthening of our relations with
India is anything but routine.

I have the honor of co-chairing the
India Caucus in the House of Rep-
resentatives and have had the oppor-
tunity to witness this ever growing
bond between our nations, a bond based
on our shared democratic values and
our common goals of safeguarding lib-
erty of combating oppression and of
confronting terrorism. His Excellency,
Dr. Singh, the Prime Minister of India,
will address a joint session tomorrow
morning, where we shall have the op-
portunity to hear directly from him his
vision of our relationship.

O 1615

From the U.S. standpoint, we will al-
ways honor Dr. Singh for his pio-
neering efforts to liberalize the Indian
economy internally and to open that
economy to the world. His work be-
came the basis of a consensus that was
carried on by Indian governments of
other parties. It contributed to the eco-
nomic development of India and to the
improvement of conditions for those
who are poverty stricken in that na-
tion; and although that effort is not
yvet complete, it has contributed to the
building of a greater middle class.

The trade that was fostered by In-
dia’s opening to the world has bene-
fited American and Indian consumers
and producers. America needs trade
partners who, once an agreement is
made, will honor that agreement. We
can count on India in this respect be-
cause those agreements are made under
democratic procedures.

Mr. Speaker, we are also coming to
recognize the contribution that India
can make to the achievement of peace
and security in this region and in the
world and the potential that it has to
make an even greater contribution
over time. It would be wrong to fail to
mention the enormous contributions
that Americans born in India or of In-
dian decent have made to the moral,
economic, and scientific welfare of this
Nation as a whole.

Indian-Americans have shared with
Americans of other origins their love of
their ancestral homeland and have
made it clear how the Indus Valley civ-
ilization’s ancient insights can speak
to this hemisphere in contemporary
times.

It is my pleasure to welcome Dr.
Singh to the Halls of Congress, and I
ask my colleagues to support this reso-
lution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of
this resolution.
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Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to be one
of the four co-sponsors of this resolu-
tion along with the distinguished ma-
jority leader, the distinguished Demo-
cratic leader, and my good friend, the
chairman of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE), our resolution
commending the continuing improve-
ment in relations between the United
States and the Republic of India.

We do so in the midst of an official
visit by the distinguished Prime Min-
ister of India, Dr. Singh, who will ad-
dress us in a joint session of Congress
tomorrow morning to be followed by a
private meeting with members of the
Committee on International Relations.

In the 5 years since President Clinton
traveled to India and opened a new
chapter in the bilateral relationship
between that country and the United
States, we have ushered in new and un-
precedented forms of cooperation be-
tween our two great democratic na-
tions in areas ranging from global
trade to technology.

Security cooperation between the
United States and India has dramati-
cally increased with Washington pro-
viding funds for military assistance,
counternarcotics aid, and other forms
of military training.

Mr. Speaker, we all remember well
India’s eager offer of cooperation in the
war on terrorism after the September
11 tragedy and its willingness to allow
the use of Indian bases for counterter-
rorism operations. Both of our coun-
tries have been democracies since our
inception, and we are natural allies.

In recent years, India has opened its
economy to a great extent to trade and
investment. India has liberalized its in-
ternal economic system, steps that
have served, and will continue to serve,
to accelerate India’s growth. Our dis-
tinguished guest, Dr. Singh, played a
key role in getting these reforms under
way in his earlier capacity as the Fi-
nance Minister of India. They have cre-
ated a vastly enlarged middle class en-
joying the benefits of a well-run eco-
nomic system. And Indians have Dr.
Singh to thank for that.

India of late has been a model part-
ner in the ongoing rapprochement with
its neighbor, Pakistan, despite memo-
ries of Dbitter wars and nuclear
oneupsmanship. Both countries have
shown good will in an ongoing attempt
to settle their differences by peaceful
and diplomatic means.

Mr. Speaker, during a recent visit to
New Dehli, Secretary of State Dr.
Condoleezza Rice praised the positive
recent development in relations be-
tween our countries, and the adminis-
tration put out the word that one of its
goals is to help India become a major
world power in the 21st century. To
that end, Mr. Speaker, I wish to take
this opportunity to press again for
strong U.S. support for India to become
a permanent member of the United Na-
tions Security Council, in long overdue
recognition by the international com-
munity of India’s rightful place as a
great democracy.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to take
a moment to acknowledge the con-
tributions of Americans of Indian ori-
gin for whom the visit of Prime Min-
ister Singh this week has special reso-
nance.

The United States is a Nation of im-
migrants, and we are the world’s pre-
eminent power due in large part to the
diversity of our people. It is hard to
think of an ethnic group, Mr. Speaker,
that has made such enormous contribu-
tions to the strength of our Nation in
such a compressed period of time as
America’s 1.5 million citizens of Indian
decent. In business, science, academia,
medicine and culture, Indian-Ameri-
cans have assumed leadership roles,
and they have given back to the com-
munities in which they live.

Indian-Americans have made enor-
mous contributions to the economy of
my congressional district in the San
Francisco Bay area, particularly to the
technology firms of our Silicon Valley.
Over 300,000 Indian-Americans work in
the cutting-edge technology firms in
my area, and they play a critical role
in generating new start-up high-tech
companies.

So, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my con-
stituents and all of our colleagues in
the Congress, I extend our congratula-
tions to Prime Minister Singh on the
achievement his country has made and
on the great relations between India
and the United States. I urge all of my
colleagues to support this resolution.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the gentleman from Texas
resolution commending the increase in bilat-
eral relations between the United States and
the Republic of India.

As the former co-chair of the House of Rep-
resentatives Caucus on India and Indian
Americans | have been working hard to in-
crease the engagement by our two govern-
ments.

It is an honor for me to represent one of the
largest populations of Indian Americans in the
United States.

At my constituents urging | have worked to
create a stronger relationship between the
United States and India.

| had the opportunity to travel to India three
times and led the largest Congressional dele-
gation to India and for many of my colleagues
who traveled with me it was their first time to
India.

Seeing a nation that you deal with on a reg-
ular basis first hand is an incredibly important
tool for making policy.

In fact two years ago in India | sat next to
a quiet economist and member of the opposi-
tion Congress Party at the time and now this
gentleman will be speaking before a joint ses-
sion of Congress tomorrow.

| look forward to Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s remarks on the state of re-
lations between our two nations.

As architect of the Indian economic reforms
in the 1990’s, he cut India’s deficit and opened
the economy, leading to India’s status as a
primary figure in the global economy.

| would like to thank the gentleman for intro-
ducing this resolution and | urge all of my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 364.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 25 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. KLINE) at 6 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H. Res. 328, by the yeas and nays,

H. Con. Res. 175, by the yeas and
nays; and

H. Res. 364, by the yeas and nays.

The first and third electronic votes
will be conducted as 15-minute votes.
The second vote in this series will be a
5-minute vote.

Further proceedings on H. Res. 326
will be resumed tomorrow.

————
RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOLIDARITY

MOVEMENT IN POLAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
resolution, H. Res. 328, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 328, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays are ordered.
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 385, nays 0,

not voting 48, as follows:

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Allen
Andrews
Baca
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldwin
Barrett (SC)
Barrow
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bass
Bean
Beauprez
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boucher
Boustany
Bradley (NH)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Cardin
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carson
Carter
Case
Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crenshaw
Cubin
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette

[Roll No. 380]

YEAS—385

Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Doolittle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Everett
Farr
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Fitzpatrick (PA)
Flake
Foley
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green (WI)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Hall
Harman
Harris
Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hostettler
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hyde
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
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Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Langevin
Lantos
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Osborne
Otter
Owens
Oxley
Pallone

Pastor Sabo Taylor (NC)
Paul Salazar Terry
Payne Sanchez, Linda Thomas
Pearce T. Thompson (CA)
Pelosi Sanchez, Loretta Thompson (MS)
Pence Sanders Thornberry
geterson 21;[11;])) gaﬁltfofn Tiahrt

eterson chi hap
Petri Schwartz (PA) %Esﬁey
Pickering Schwarz (MI) Turner
Pitts Scott (GA)
Platts Scott (VA) Udall (NM)
Poe Sensenbrenner ~ Ubton
Pombo Serrano Van Hollen
Pomeroy Shaw Velazquez
Porter Shays Visclosky
Price (GA) Sherman Walden (OR)
Price (NC) Sherwood Walsh
Putnam Shimkus Wamp
Radanovich Shuster Wasserman
Rahall Simmons Schultz
Ramstad Simpson Waters
Rangel Skelton Watt
Regula Slaughter Waxman
Rehberg Sm?th (NJ) Weldon (FL)
Re1c}_1ert Sm}th (TX) Weldon (PA)
Renzi Smith (WA) Westmoreland
Reynolds Snyder Wexler
Rogers (AL) Sodrel Whitfi

" itfield
Rogers (KY) Solis Wicker
Rogers (MI) Souder .
Rohrabacher Spratt Wilson (NM)
Ros-Lehtinen Stearns Wilson (SC)
Ross Stupak Wolf
Rothman Sullivan Woolsey
Roybal-Allard Tancredo Wu
Royce Tanner Wynn
Ruppersberger Tauscher Young (AK)
Ryan (WI) Taylor (MS) Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—48
Boswell Gibbons Pryce (OH)
Boyd Gutierrez Reyes
Brady (PA) Higgins Rush
Brown, Corrine Hinojosa Ryan (OH)
Buyer Hunter Ryun (KS)
Capuano Jenkins Schakowsky
Costa Jindal Sessions
Crowley Johnson (IL) Shadegg
Davis (IL) Kaptur Stark
DeLay Larsen (WA) Strickland
Doyle Leach Sweeney
Etheridge McKinney Towns
Evans Musgrave Udall (CO)
Fattah Neal (MA) Watson
Ford Nussle Weiner
Frelinghuysen Pascrell Weller
[J 1853

So (two thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution, as amended, was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ACKNOWLEDGING AFRICAN DE-
SCENDANTS OF THE TRANS-
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE IN ALL
OF THE AMERICAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE). The pending business is the
question of suspending the rules and
agreeing to the concurrent resolution,
H. Con. Res. 175, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LETHINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 175, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 6,

follows:

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Allen
Andrews
Baca
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldwin
Barrett (SC)
Barrow
Barton (TX)
Bass
Bean
Beauprez
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Cardin
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carson
Carter
Case
Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crenshaw
Cubin
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
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answered ‘‘present’ 2, not voting 43, as

[Roll No. 381]

YEAS—382

Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Doolittle
Doyle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Everett
Farr
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Fitzpatrick (PA)
Foley
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green (WI)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Hall
Harman
Harris
Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hostettler
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hyde
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)

Kind
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Langevin
Lantos
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E

Lynch
Mack
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Osborne
Otter
Owens
Oxley
Pallone
Pastor
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
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Peterson (MN) Sanchez, Loretta Thomas

Peterson (PA) Sanders Thompson (CA)
Petri Saxton Thompson (MS)
Pickering Schiff Thornberry
Pitts Schwartz (PA) Tiahrt
Platts Schwarz (MI) Tiberi
Poe Scott (GA) Tierney
Pombo Scott (VA) Turner
Pomeroy Sensenbrenner Udall (CO)
Porter Serrano Udall (NM)
Price (NC) Shaw
Putnam Shays Upton
Radanovich Sherman Var{ Hollen
Rahall Sherwood Velazquez
Ramstad Shimkus Visclosky
Rangel Shuster Walden (OR)
Regula Simmons Walsh
Rehberg Simpson Wamp
Reichert Skelton Wasserman
Renzi Slaughter Schultz
Reynolds Smith (NJ) Waters
Rogers (AL) Smith (TX) Watt
Rogers (KY) Smith (WA) Waxman
Rogers (MI) Snyder Weldon (FL)
Rohrabaqher Sod}"el Weldon (PA)
Ros-Lehtinen Solis Wexler
Ross Souder Whitfield
Rothman Spratt Wicker
Roybal-Allard Stearns Wilson (NM)
Royce Stupak .
Ruppersberger Sullivan Wilson (SC)
Ryan (OH) Tancredo Wolf
Ryan (WI) Tanner Woolsey
Sabo Tauscher Wu
Salazar Taylor (MS) Wynn
Sanchez, Linda Taylor (NC) Young (AK)

T. Terry Young (FL)

NAYS—6
Deal (GA) King (IA) Paul
Flake Norwood Westmoreland
ANSWERED “PRESENT”—2
Bartlett (MD) Price (GA)
NOT VOTING—43

Boswell Gutierrez Reyes
Brady (PA) Higgins Rush
Brown, Corrine Hinojosa Ryun (KS)
Buyer Hunter Schakowsky
Capuano Jenkins Sessions
Costa Jindal Shadegg
Crowley Johnson (IL) Stark
Dayvis (IL) Kaptur .
DeLay Larsen (WA) S:;;gl;gnd
Etheridge Leach Towns
Evans McKinney
Fattah Neal (MA) Watson
Ford Nussle Weiner
Frelinghuysen Pascrell Weller
Gibbons Pryce (OH)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE) (during the vote). Members are
advised 2 minutes remain in this vote.

O 1903

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution, as amended,
was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

COMMENDING THE CONTINUING
IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
resolution, H. Res. 364.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
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the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 364, on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 388, nays 0,
not voting 45, as follows:

[Roll No. 382]

YEAS—388

Abercrombie Dayvis, Tom Jefferson
Ackerman Deal (GA) Johnson (CT)
Aderholt DeFazio Johnson, E. B.
AKkin DeGette Johnson, Sam
Alexander Delahunt Jones (NC)
Allen DeLauro Jones (OH)
Andrews Dent Kanjorski
Baca Diaz-Balart, L. Keller
Bachus Diaz-Balart, M. Kelly
Baird Dicks Kennedy (MN)
Baker Dingell Kennedy (RI)
Baldwin Doggett Kildee
Barrett (SC) Doolittle Kilpatrick (MI)
Barrow Doyle Kind
Bartlett (MD) Drake King (IA)
Barton (TX) Dreier King (NY)
Bass Duncan Kingston
Bean Edwards Kirk
Beauprez Ehlers Kline
Becerra Emanuel Knollenberg
Berkley Emerson Kolbe
Berman Engel Kucinich
Berry English (PA) LaHood
Biggert Eshoo Langevin
Bilirakis Everett Lantos
Bishop (GA) Farr Larson (CT)
Bishop (NY) Feeney Latham
Bishop (UT) Ferguson LaTourette
Blackburn Filner Lee
Blumenauer Fitzpatrick (PA) Levin
Blunt Flake Lewis (CA)
Boehlert Foley Lewis (GA)
Boehner Forbes Lewis (KY)
Bonilla Fortenberry Linder
Bonner Fossella Lipinski
Bono Foxx LoBiondo
Boozman Frank (MA) Lofgren, Zoe
Boren Franks (AZ) Lowey
Boucher Gallegly Lucas
Boustany Garrett (NJ) Lungren, Daniel
Boyd Gerlach E.
Bradley (NH) Gilchrest Lynch
Brady (TX) Gillmor Mack
Brown (OH) Gingrey Maloney
Brown (SC) Gohmert Manzullo
Brown-Waite, Gonzalez Marchant

Ginny Goode Markey
Burgess Goodlatte Marshall
Burton (IN) Gordon Matheson
Butterfield Granger Matsui
Calvert Graves McCarthy
Camp Green (WI) McCaul (TX)
Cannon Green, Al McCollum (MN)
Cantor Green, Gene McCotter
Capito Grijalva McDermott
Capps Gutknecht McGovern
Cardin Hall McHenry
Cardoza Harman McHugh
Carnahan Harris McIntyre
Carson Hart McMorris
Carter Hastings (FL) McNulty
Case Hastings (WA) Meehan
Castle Hayes Meek (FL)
Chabot Hayworth Meeks (NY)
Chandler Hefley Melancon
Chocola Hensarling Menendez
Clay Herger Mica
Cleaver Herseth Michaud
Clyburn Hinchey Millender-
Coble Hobson McDonald
Cole (OK) Hoekstra Miller (FL)
Conaway Holden Miller (MI)
Conyers Holt Miller (NC)
Cooper Honda Miller, Gary
Costello Hooley Miller, George
Cox Hostettler Mollohan
Cramer Hoyer Moore (KS)
Crenshaw Hulshof Moore (WI)
Cuellar Hunter Moran (KS)
Culberson Hyde Moran (VA)
Cummings Inglis (SC) Murphy
Cunningham Inslee Murtha
Davis (AL) Israel Musgrave
Dayvis (CA) Issa Myrick
Dayvis (FL) Istook Nadler
Dayvis (KY) Jackson (IL) Napolitano
Dayvis (TN) Jackson-Lee Neal (MA)
Davis, Jo Ann (TX) Neugebauer
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Ney Rohrabacher Tancredo
Northup Ros-Lehtinen Tanner
Norwood Ross Tauscher
Nunes Rothman Taylor (MS)
Oberstar Royhbal-Allard Taylor (NC)
Obey Royce Terry
Olver Ruppersberger Thomas
Ortiz Ryan (OH)
Osborne Ryan (WI) $ﬁg$§:gﬁ 21(\}/[1;))
Otter Sabo Thornberry
Owens Salazar Tiahrt
Oxley Sanchez, Linda Tiberi
Pallone T.
Pastor Sanchez, Loretta Lierney
Paul Sanders Turner
Payne Saxton Udall (CO)
Pearce Schiff Udall (NM)
Pelosi Schwartz (PA) Upton
Pence Schwarz (MI) Van Hollen
Peterson (MN) Scott (GA) Velazquez
Peterson (PA) Scott (VA) Visclosky
Petri Sensenbrenner Walden (OR)
Pickering Serrano Walsh
Pitts Shaw Wamp
Platts Shays Wasserman
Poe Sherman Schultz
Pombo Shgrwood Waters
gonféeroy Sﬁlmtkus Watt
orter uster

Price (GA) Simmons \xaxman

X . eldon (FL)
Price (NC) Simpson

Weldon (PA)
Putnam Skelton Westmoreland
Radanovich Slaughter Wexl
Rahall Smith (NJ) exer
Ramstad Smith (TX) Whitfield
Rangel Smith (WA) Wicker
Regula Snyder W%lson (NM)
Rehberg Sodrel Wilson (SC)
Reichert Solis Wolf
Renzi Souder Woolsey
Reynolds Spratt Wu
Rogers (AL) Stearns Wynn
Rogers (KY) Stupak Young (AK)
Rogers (MI) Sullivan Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—45

Boswell Gibbons Pascrell
Brady (PA) Gutierrez Pryce (OH)
Brown, Corrine Higgins Reyes
Buyer Hinojosa Rush
Capuano Jenkins Ryun (KS)
Costa Jindal Schakowsky
Crowley Johnson (IL) Sessions
Cubin Kaptur Shadegg
Dayvis (IL) Kuhl (NY) Stark
DeLay Larsen (WA) Strickland
Etheridge Leach Sweeney
Evans McCrery Towns
Fattah McKeon Watson
Ford McKinney Weiner
Frelinghuysen Nussle Weller

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE) (during the vote). Members are
advised there are 2 minutes remaining
in this vote.

0 1920

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3154

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to have my
name removed as a cosponsor of H.R.
3154.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

SUPPORTING CAFTA

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor tonight to rise in support of the
CAFTA agreement, DR-CAFTA. It is
important in three broad areas. One is
trade. It is important to American
manufacturers that the tariffs that
they currently pay with goods and
services built and made in the United
States are sold into these countries.

It is also important for the agricul-
tural interests in this country that we
continue to send American goods and
products into these countries for use
under the Caribbean Basin Initiative.

It is also important from a national
security standpoint. These are fledg-
ling democracies in Central America.
America is a safer place if we have de-
mocracies in place than if we have
other forms of government. This trade
agreement will help undergird these
democracies and help them stand
against influences like Hugo Chavez of
Venezuela who does not have America’s
interests in his plans.

It is also important from an immi-
gration standpoint. The Caribbean
Basin Initiative will expire on its own
terms in 2008. If those jobs created
under that initiative go to other parts
of the world like Thailand or the Phil-
ippines, then the people currently hold-
ing those jobs will feel pressured, per-
colating up from Mexico and entering
this country illegally, to find work.

So, given the importance the impact
of CAFTA will have on these broad
areas, I stand in support of it and urge
my colleagues to support it also.

ENCOURAGING ROVE TO LEAK

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, a lot
has been made lately about leaks com-
ing from the White House. The outing
of Valerie Wilson was admittedly an
egregious act.

But I, for one, would like more leaks,
not less. I am not looking for the kind
of leaks that tripped up Karl Rove and
Scooter Libby.

Mr. Speaker, it would have been use-
ful if someone had leaked the true cost
of the Medicare prescription drug pro-
gram. They told us it would cost only
$400 billion when they knew all along
that the real cost was much higher.
The American people would be asked to
pay $800 billion.

It certainly would have been nice if
some brave soul in the White House
had told the American people that the
President’s tax cuts would raid the So-
cial Security Trust Fund. We are still
waiting for someone to leak the Presi-
dent’s plan on Social Security.

So, Mr. Speaker, I say, do not stop
here, Mr. Rove. Dishing the names of
our own national security agents may
be your idea of political ‘‘fair game,”
but turn up that leaky faucet and tell
us what we really need to know, and
start with the truth.
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AID FOR HURRICANE VICTIMS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. RANGEL)
for very informative debate on H. Con.
Res. 175 to focus on the African Ameri-
cans of Latino descent in the Caribbean
and places surrounding the TUnited
States.

I rise today to remind my colleagues
that our neighbors to the south, from
Jamaica to the coast of Mexico, cer-
tainly Haiti and certainly Cuba, over
the last 7 days have faced very difficult
times with the number of hurricanes
that have hit their shore. I know that
we faced enormous impacts last year to
the State of Florida, but the resources
that are utilized in those countries are
so unequal.

As we debate the Foreign Relations
Authorization bill, I hope we will be re-
minded of the enormous need. In Cuba,
for example, 600,000 people were dis-
placed. We come to find out that the
offer from the United States was only
$50,000. I think that America can do
better, and I would hope that humani-
tarian aid can really come from the
people of the United States, somewhat
similar to the tsunami relief. These are
our neighbors. This is the third border
of security.

So Jamaica and Haiti that are in cri-
sis with the hurricane and other dev-
astating aspects, I would hope that we
would respect the idea that we are our
brothers and sisters’ keeper, and aid
these individuals who are now suffering
because of natural disasters.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
POE). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 4, 2005, and under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

———————

WORKING TO IMPROVE NICS
SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to talk again about the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background
Check. We know that the States are
the weak link as far as getting back-
ground checks into our NICS system.
We have seen so many times that thou-
sands of people are slipping through
the system because the States do not
have the money to bring up their com-
puter systems to be able to give the in-
formation to the NICS system here in
Washington.

We know that the NICS system
works. We know that over 700,000 peo-
ple have been denied guns, those that
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should not be able to buy them but,
again, a system is only as good as the
database that it has.

The NICS system did pass here in the
House on a voice vote going back to
1999. Unfortunately, the Senate ran out
of time, so I have reintroduced it, and
I am hoping that we might be able to
get it through here again on a suspen-
sion bill.

Some facts: Twenty-five States have
automated less than 60 percent of their
felony convictions. We know that peo-
ple that are felons or who have been
mentally institutionalized should not
be able to buy a gun. Unfortunately, a
tragedy that was in my own State of
New York on the island in Nassau
County where I live, a person was able
to buy a gun legally because the States
did not give the NICS system the infor-
mation that he should have never been
able to buy a gun.
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Unfortunately a shooting happened
in a local church, Our Lady of Lourdes,
and two people were killed, a priest and
a parishioner at a morning mass. We
know that mental health problems and
restraining orders did not come up on
the NICS system and that is a shame.
When you think about what can be
done to certainly deter those people
that should not be able to buy a gun,
and especially today in today’s world
that we are looking at. I know the de-
bate here in the House all the time is
the suspicion that we are trying to
take away the right of someone to own
a gun. I happen to believe in the second
amendment. I happen to believe that
people if they want to own guns should
be able to. But again, we must look at
those that should not be able to buy
guns.

When we talk about the health care
system in this Nation, we know it costs
this health care system, our health
care system, our taxpayers’ health care
system over $1 billion a year because of
gun violence in this Nation. And unless
we open up the dialog a little bit dif-
ferently and start to trust each other
that we can do a better job, we should
be doing a better job, and that is only
going to happen if we help the States.

We know that when a judgment
comes down against a person in the
courts or there is a restraining order,
the majority of States do not report
that to the NICS system. When some-
one does a crime in Texas and they
come to New York and buy a gun it is
not brought up through the system. So
we have to do a better job. We can save
lives. We can save money on the health
care system.

And by the way, I happen to think it
is very important that we also look at
how we look at our terrorisms that we
are trying to deal with in the next few
days. You know, when we talk about
the PATRIOT Act coming up, I think
that the debate will be about some
civil liberties being taken away.

But yet when we look at gun owner-
ship we should be making sure that
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those that are not supposed to have a
gun, and this goes back to the 1968 Gun
Control Act, the bill follows it, the
NRA has supported this bill. We have
good bipartisan support certainly in
the other body and I am hoping that
before the session ends that we can
bring this bill up.

H.R. 1415, the NICS Improvement
Act, will give grants to the States so
they are able to be able to bring their
systems up to par so here in Wash-
ington we will have the information
that we need. You know, again, I hope
that in time that we will be able to
change the debate on gun violence in
this country. We can save lives. We can
save certainly on health care costs for
this Nation if we can have a good hon-
est debate on the health care system
with the gun system.

————
YOU ONLY PASS THIS WAY ONCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PoE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. GUTKNECHT) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, to-
night I rise to pay tribute to a very,
very special American, a very good
friend of mine who died last week after
battling a very cruel and mean disease,
ALS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis,
better known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Wayne Arnold was a friend of mine
and he was a friend of many. In fact, I
remember when I first got involved in
politics Wayne Arnold was one of my
first supporters, and I will always be
grateful for that.

But Wayne was a very special Amer-
ican in so many ways. I would like to
say that he was a believer. He was a
doer and he was a giver. He was in-
volved in so many things in the Roch-
ester area. He was an accountant. By
the time he retired he was a partner in
one of the largest firms in Minnesota.

He was active in the Chamber of
Commerce. He was active in his
church. He was active in education
issues. But he was not just active. He
got things done.

I think perhaps one of the greatest
tributes to Wayne Arnold in the Roch-
ester area is what he did in helping to
really spearhead the building of a me-
morial there to all of the soldiers and
all of those who have contributed so
much, and we have this marvelous me-
morial which is largely because of peo-
ple like Wayne Arnold. When he heard
about this, that we were going to build
this special memorial at Soldiers Field
in Rochester, Minnesota he not only
got behind it, he became the treasurer.
He helped raise the money. He did so
much on that and so many other
fronts.

I also want to submit for the RECORD
and I want to thank Greg Sellnow of
the Rochester Post Bulletin, and I
would like to submit for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a copy of a piece that
he wrote last week about Wayne Ar-
nold, and the title of which was the
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philosophy that Wayne Arnold lived
by. The title is ““You Only Pass This
Way Once.” And he sort of branded
that philosophy on all of his children
and many of the people that he knew
and worked with. And in it I think he
meant that you only get an oppor-
tunity to do the right thing every so
often, and you have got to take advan-
tage of those opportunities to do the
right thing.

I talked to Wayne shortly after he
learned that he had ALS and he was
not sad. He was not morbid. He was not
angry. He saw it as a challenge. In fact,
in the article that Greg Sellnow has
written about him, he said that he had
sent him an e-mail a couple of years
ago. And in that e-mail Wayne Arnold
said to Greg, I look at this disease as a
gift, he wrote in an e-mail about 2
years ago, not many people have the
luxury to be able to prepare like this.

Wayne Arnold was a very special per-
son. He did so much for our commu-
nity. He did so much for us. He did so
much for me.

I would like to close by just saying
that I have no doubt that Wayne was
greeted at the gate with those words,
“Well done, oh, good and noble serv-
ant.”

[From the Post Bulletin, Jul. 16, 2005]
YoUu ONLY PASS THIS WAY ONCE
(By Greg Sellnow)

Wayne Arnold had a motto. ‘““You only pass
this way once,” he told his five children and
12 grandchildren over and over again.

It was a didactic, life-guiding philosophy
that had so much resonance in Wayne’s fam-
ily that one of his grandsons had it tattooed
on his back.

“What he meant was that you’ll only be in
a certain situation or a place in your life
once,” Wayne’s son Mike told me the other
day. ‘“‘And you should try to leave it a better
place or a better person. It was the same way
he felt about his community.”’

Wayne, who died Tuesday at the age of 70,
lived that motto. His family, his community
and many of the hundreds of lives he touched
have all been bettered by his presence among
us.

I first met Wayne in August 2003 after he
sent me an e-mail about the upcoming Walk
to D’feet ALS. On the day I talked to him at
his northwest Rochester home, he’d had a
busy morning. He’d sent out 44 e-mails to
friends, relatives, former customers and ac-
quaintances asking them to participate or
donate to the annual fundraiser.

Wayne had been diagnosed with ALS, com-
monly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, about
six months earlier, and he’d made fund-
raising for the Minnesota Chapter of the
ALS Association the newest beneficiary of
his seemingly unending energy and passion.

At the time, I remember trying to put my-
self in Wayne’s place. I tried to imagine what
I'd do if I’d been diagnosed with a fatal ill-
ness that usually claims its victims within
three years of diagnosis. I figured that
maybe I'd travel, visit some of the places I'd
wanted to see, spend time with my family
and enjoy the rest of my life as best I could.

But I couldn’t really imagine myself doing
what Wayne was doing—sitting in front of a
computer or at the phone for hours and
hours raising money for a cause—a cure for
ALS—he knew couldn’t help him.

It all made sense for Wayne, though. It fit
perfectly with his life’s philosophy.

“I look at this disease as a gift,”” he wrote
me in an e-mail two years ago. ‘‘Not many
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people have the luxury to be able to prepare
like this.”

Wayne helped raise hundreds of thousands
of dollars for the state ALS group, and he re-
cruited others to get involved. They include
his son Mike, who is the organization’s
treasurer.

I don’t pretend to know what it means to
be an ideal citizen. But I have to think
Wayne came pretty close. He was one of the
most committed, involved people I've met
during my time in Rochester. He met his
wife, Donna, when both were students at
Lourdes High School, and after they married
the couple decided to stay in their home-
town. They remained deeply committed to
Lourdes and Rochester for the next half cen-
tury.

After serving a stint in the U.S. Coast
Guard, Wayne became an accountant, retir-
ing as a partner in the firm of McGladrey &
Pullen in 1996. By then, he’d served on the
boards of more than a dozen community,
business and church organizations. He was
recognized by the Jaycees as one of the 10
Outstanding Young Men of Minnesota. He
served as president of the Rochester Area
Chamber of Commerce. He was a founding
committee member and secretary treasurer
of the Soldiers Field Veterans Memorial. The
list goes on and on.

“I can’t get enough of it,”” Wayne told me
the last time we talked, in September 2004.
“I’ve got to be doing something.”

Through it all, though, Wayne set aside
plenty of time for his family. Just three
weeks ago, he traveled to Montana to attend
the wedding of his godson.

“You only pass this way once.” What a
powerful motto around which to base one’s
life.

And death. Wayne donated his brain and
spinal cord for research into a cure for ALS.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PoE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His reamrks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my special
order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

———

APOLOGIES FOR IRAQ AND KARL
ROVE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago I gave a speech about the
importance of apologizing for doing
something wrong, one of the first les-
sons that we are taught as children ac-
tually. Our capacity for saying I am
sorry is part of what makes us a func-
tioning and civilized society.

Here in Washington, every time a
Democrat uses strong rhetoric to con-
demn the politics or the policies of the
Bush administration there is a relent-
less pressure from the Republicans for
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an apology, and it continues. It con-
tinues as a repeated pattern that is re-
peating itself right now with the Karl
Rove affair.

Democrats are right to be incensed
that the President’s chief adviser is al-
leged to have revealed Valerie Plame
as a CIA operative, purportedly publi-
cizing this information to get back at
Plame’s husband, Joe Wilson, for dis-
agreeing with the Bush administra-
tion’s assessment that Saddam Hussein
was, to quote Vice President CHENEY’S
flawed analysis, reconstituting his nu-
clear weapons program.

Maybe my memory is failing me, but
I do not recall any Republicans calling
on Karl Rove to apologize for cold-
heartedly revealing the identity of a
CIA operative as part of a political ven-
detta to get back at her husband. Nor
has the Vice President apologized for
his mistake about Iraq’s nonexistent
nuclear weapons program which led us
into war.

The personally destructive behavior
that Republicans have engaged in to
protect Karl Rove and another high
ranking Bush administration official,
Vice President CHENEY’s chief of staff,
Scooter Libby, actually might be their
way to change the subject to avoid any
question about the merits of the Iraq
war and how it has been so poorly man-
aged.

Why do they want to avoid that dis-
cussion? Because the American people
have completely lost confidence in the
administration’s Iraq policy. Where,
for example, is the apology for the
deaths of more than 1,700 Americans?
Not only is there no apology, Secretary
Rumsfeld could not be bothered to per-
sonally sign condolence letters to their
families.

Where is the apology for sending
young men and women to war without
the proper protective armor on their
bodies and on their vehicles?

Where is the apology for pinching
pennies on veterans health benefits
when these brave soldiers return home?

Where is the apology for the immoral
doctrine of this preemptive war?

And where is the apology for the
gross deceptions used to justify it, for
the missing weapons of mass destruc-
tion, for the cooked intelligence, for
the phony al Qaeda-Saddam link?

Where is the apology for wasting
more than $200 billion for taxpayer
money on this mistake, and for the
poor leadership that led to torture of
prisoners and prisoner abuse at Abu
Ghraib in Guantanamo?

Where is the apology for committing
our troops and our Nation to this mis-
sion without a postwar plan to secure
the peace?

Where is the apology for the arro-
gance that squandered America’s inter-
national goodwill and damaged our re-
lationships with our closest allies?

And finally, where is the apology for
revealing the identity of a good man’s
wife just because he disagreed with the
administration on policy grounds?

There is something wrong with our
moral compass if we have to apologize
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for speaking bluntly, while our leaders
can commit the biggest foreign policy
blunder since Vietnam and get away
without apology or accountability. To
tell the truth, an apology would not be
enough for everything they have done.
An apology, after all, is just more
words.

It is time for action. It is time for ac-
countability and it is time for Karl
Rove’s security clearance to be re-
voked. It is time for a tangible admis-
sion that the Iraq war was immorally
conceived and has been incompetently
managed. It is time for an end of the
politics of personal destruction and an
end of destructive national policies.

If the President wants to earn back
the Nation’s trust he needs to end this
shameful, shameful chapter in our Na-
tion’s history, and without apology he
needs to bring our troops home.

————

CENTRAL AMERICAN FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am back on the floor to-
night to talk about CAFTA, the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement,
that I think is the wrong agreement for
the American people and particularly
the workers of this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I want to start with a
quote by Ross Perot. This was during
the presidential elections of 1992, at
least the debates. And Mr. Perot said,
you implement that NAFTA, the Mexi-
can trade agreement where they pay
people a dollar an hour, have no health
care, no retirement, no pollution con-
trols, and you are going to hear a giant
sucking noise of jobs being pulled out
of this country right at a time when we
need the tax base to pay the debt.

Well, I would like to say to Mr. Perot
that times have not changed. We need
that tax base right now.

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you a little
bit about NAFTA. I was not here in the
Congress when that was debated and
when it was passed and became the law
of the land. Before NAFTA we ran a
trade surplus with Mexico. Now the
U.S. runs a $45 billion annual trade def-
icit with Mexico. My State of North
Carolina has lost over 200,000 manufac-
turing jobs since 1993. The United
States of America has lost over 2.5 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs.

The number of Mexican illegal aliens
in the United States has grown from 1.3
million, and that was in 1992, the year
before NAFTA was signed into law, to
over 5.9 million in the year 2004. That
is a 350 percent increase. 350 percent in-
crease. CAFTA will continue these
trends. 85 percent of the language in
CAFTA is identical to the language in
NAFTA.

Let us talk about Trade Promotion
Authority, which I did not vote for by
the way. America’s, since August of
2002, annual trade deficit grew by $195
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billion to $217 billion, and of that $150
billion with China.

North Carolina has lost over 52,000
manufacturing jobs since TPA, Trade
Promotion Authority, became the law
of the land, and the United States of
America has lost over 600,000 million
manufacturing jobs.

Mr. Speaker, CAFTA is not the an-
swer. It is not that we are opposed to a
CAFTA agreement, but this CAFTA
agreement is not good for the Amer-
ican people.

And let me give you just a little bit
of an example of CAFTA and how it
will impact those in Central America.
It will not help to raise their income
levels at all. It will not help them with
health care, it will not help them with
improving their livelihood, if you will.
The average in Nicaragua is $0.95 an
hour. Guatemala is $1 an hour. El Sal-
vador is $1.25 an hour. These countries
have few labor laws, environmental
standards, and CAFTA does nothing if
at all to improve those.

CAFTA allows China to backdoor
fabric into Central America where it
can be assembled and shipped into the
United States duty free. The last thing
we need is to help China. We have
outsourced 1.5 million jobs since 1989 to
China.

Mr. Speaker, in the little bit of time
I have left I want to give you from the
Washington Post today an article.
There were many here on the floor of
the House that wanted to give perma-
nent normal trade status to China. I
was opposed to that, by the way.

Let me just read from the Wash-
ington Post and then I will close, Mr.
Speaker. The trouble at Futai began
the last day of May when workers re-
ceived their monthly salary at about 4
p.m. For many the computer generated
pay slip contained intolerable news.
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“From $60 to $100 a month for weav-
ing sweaters, their piecework pay had
slumped to $50 and $40 and even lower,
they said. That, the workers com-
plained, was not enough compensation
for 11-hour shifts and one day’s rest a
month, the day after payday.”

Mr. Speake